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INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT, 





TorpoGrapmicat Burgau, 2 
Washingloa, Jan 24, 1837. § 
To the Hon. B. F. Butter, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: The letter from the Hon, Mr. McKay, of the 
10th instant, having been relerted to this bureau, } 
have the honor of submitting to your consideration 
the following report : 

By direction of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
Mr. McKay, in his letter, requests information on the 
following points : 

Ist. Have officers of the army been permitted, while 
holding their commissions, to engage in the service 
of States, companies, or individuals, and receive 
compensation ; and when did the practice commence ? 

2d. In case such practice has prevailed, how many 
officers, and to what corps belonging, have been so 
employed during the last five years, designating the 
service upon which employed; and if with the per- 
mission of the Department, the amount of compensa- 
tion paid to each of ther. 

3d. The views of the Department as to the effects of 
the practice upon the public service, and whether it 
should be prohibited or regulated by law. 

The foregoing queries will be reported upon in the 
order in which they are stated. 

Ist. Officers have not been permitted at any time 
to engage in the service of States, companies, or in- 
dividuals; but when States, companies, or bodies of 
individuals, have applied to the War Departinent, to 
have surveys made, and the Department has decided 
to accede to the application, the officer or ofticers 
have been ordered to these duties, and required to 
make their reports to the Department, copies of which 
were then furnished to the parties at whose instance 
the survey was made Frequently, however, the re- 
ports were first furnished to the parties interest- 
ed. This custom originated (to the best of my know- 
ledge) in 1824-25, and was considered as authorized 
by the law of the 30th of April, 1824. 

The second part of the first query relates to any 
compensation that officers may have received, when 
so einployed, from a State, company, or individuals. 
Upon this subject this bureau possesses no know- 
ledge, (except in one case,) butit has understood, by 
common report, that some of the officers are compen- 
sated by the States or companies for which they are 
making surveys or superintending constiuctions. 

The instance excepted, as within the distinct 
knowledge of the bureau, is that of the party engaged 
in Florida upon the contemplated railroad from Pensa- 
cola to Columbus, in Georgia. When Governor Ea 
ton (who was in Washington at the time) obtained 
the approbation of the War Department, for a party 
of engineers to be employed upon that road, he vo- 
luntarily proposed it, as an indispensabie condition, 
(without which, from his own experience, he knew 
that all ofan officer’s pay would not meet his expenses 
in that quarter on such a duty,) that the company 
should compensate the officers, so as to enable thein 
to live and do the duty; and he himself fixed for these 
purposes, the per diem to be paid to the officers by 
the company, with the direct approbation of the bu- 
reau, and with the knowledge of the late Secretary 
of War. 

This bureau has in no instance officially autho- 
rized an officer to stipulate conditions. It could not 
do so, nor could the officer refuse without. He was or- 
dered to the duty, and would have been arrested had 
he not obeyed, whether the State or company gave 


jhim acompensation or not. When any has, there- 
‘fore, been paid to the officer, (and I believe it has 
jbeen in but very few cases,) it bas been, and is al- 
ways, the voluntary act of the State or company. 

jut although the Department has not authorized 
(nor prohibited) any voluntary and unofficial ar- 
raugement between a United States engineer and a 
State or company, for compensation to that engineer, 
it has allowed him to stipulate for those allowat:ces 
of which he was deprived by his orders, and which 
he would have received had the duty upon which he 
wus engaged been exclusively under the United States. 

The allowances ot which officers are deprived when 
so employed, are the double rations to the command- 
aut of the party, and the hire and support of the hor- 
ses necessary for the duty, and for those of the party 
who are pot allowed forage. 

It was considered no more than just that these 
withheld allowances should be made good by the 
State or company for whose benefit the officer was 
engaged, as, without them, it is well known that the 
whole pay received by the officer from the United 
States would with difhiculty meet his expenses. 

1 have already stated that I am not aware (but by 
common report) of the compensation for services 
which officers so employed receive. I am, there- 
lore, unable to state when that custom originated ; 
but, by report, there have been instances of it fifteen 
or twenty years back. As to myself, I can say that, 
although I did much duty of this kind before ordered 
to take charge of the bureau, I never received, nor 
any of my assistants, one dollar from any company or 
State for any services or expenses, 

The custom of stipulating tor lost allowance and 
extraordinary expenses originated in 1835, and in 
the case with Governor Eaton, as already stated ; but 
I have been informed that the first case of voluntary 
allowances froma company for the extraordinary ex- 
penses to which oflicers are exposed on these duties, 
and without which they cannot pursue them with 
inuch activity, was (as faras the Topographical En- 
gineers are involved) in the survey of the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad, in 1827. One fact is well known, 
that this company paid all the expenses of two offi- 
cers of the arimy who were ordered upon its surveys, 
in a visit to Europe for the purpose of making them- 
selves better acquainted with the construction of rail- 
roads. 

2d. In reply to this query, it has been already ré- 
marked that the authority for ordering officers upon 
these surveys of canals and roads is considered as de- 
rived from, and authorized by, the act of the 30th of 
April, 1824; and, also, from the general power of 
the Executive over the army, under which, long be- 
fore there was any law on the subject, officers of the 
army were employed as commissioners for Indian 
treaties and agents for Indian affairs. 

The first practice under this act was not only to 
furnish the officers, but also to pay all of the expenses 
of the surveys, out of the annual appropriation for 
surveys. But latterly this practice ap been so far 
restricted as only to furnish such Engineers and in. 
struments as could be spared, and to curtail the per- 
sonal allowances to the Engineers, as already stated. 

It is only when a survey is directed by law, or b 
a resolution of either House of Congress, that the 
first is now pursued. 

With a view that this subject might be distinctly 
understood by Congress, I commenced, in my last 
annual report, the habit of stating by what authority 
each survey was made, or, in other words, at whose 
expense. Ifin comparing this report with the state- 
ment now subinitted, discrepancies should appear, 





290 


ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 











they will be found, on investigation, to arise from the 
inquiry of the honorable Mr. McKay, which is litmit- 
ed to the employment of officers of the army. Some 
of the surveys in the report alluded to were under the 
direction of the Civil Engineers, authorized by the 
act of April 30, 1824; as, for instance, that of the ca- 
nal route from this city to Annapolis, and of the rail- 
road in Missouri. 

The officers of the army who have been so em- 
ployed during the last five years, and the services 
upon which they were employed, will now be stated. 

It is not in my power to name the military assist- 
ants. These are taken from the artillery and infan- 
try, and the changes have been so numerous for the 
last five years, that I have not been able to trace them 
with accuracy But generally those on these duties 
have not exceeded two, and frequently the command- 
ing officer alone has been allowed to give his atten- 
tiontothem. The States and companies usually sup- 
ply assistants at their own expense, from the class of 
Civil Engineers, and in the number adapted to pro- 
duce, in a short time, the results for which they are 
sO anxious. 

The period of the inquiry is, for the last five years, 
which enfbraces about the time since this office was 
constituted a distinct bureau of the War Department, 
and placed under my direction. 

Lieut. Col. J. Kearney, Topographical Engineer. 

1. The survey, plan, and estimate of a route for a 
canal from the Cape Fear river, through Waccamaw 
lake, to the Waccamaw river, North Carolina. 

2. The survey, plan, and estimate of a route for a 
railroad on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, being part 
of a great line of communication between the East 
and the South. 

It is only at this last duty that this officer has ever 
received any thing, beyond his pay from the United 
States. I do not know the amount, but have under- 
stood that the company voluntarily offered him an al- | 
lowanee for his extra expenses. He has noassistants 
with him, but such as are furnished by and at the 
expense of the company, from the class of Civil En- 
gineers. 

Lieut. Col. 8S. H. Long, Topographical Engineer. 

1. The reconnoissance of a route for a railroad 
from Boston, Massachusetts, towards Ogdensburg, 
New York. 

2. The survey, plans, and estimates ofa route for a 
railroad, from the Connecticut river to intersect the 
Concord railroad, in New Hampshire. 

8. The reconnoissance of a route for a railroad, 
from Memphis, on the Mississippi, to the Atlantic 
ocean. 

4. The reconnoissance of a route fora railroad from 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, to the Ohio river. 

5, The reconnoissance, survey, plans, and estimates 
of the route for a railroad from Portland and Belfast, 
in the State of Maine, to the Canada frontier, being 
the Belfast and Quebec railroad. " 

Lieutenant Colonel Long has had occasionally 
three assistants from the army. He has not any at 
present. But these three were assigned to him to 
aid in surveys ordered by the United States, and were 
not allowed to be employed on the surveys of States 
or companies, aig! 0 when at perfect leisure. 

I am not aware that he, or any of his assistants, 
have ever received any compensation, or allowance 
for expenses, except from the United States. 

Major Bache, Topographical Engineer. « 

1. The survey, plans and estimates of the route for 
arailroad from Williamsport, Pennsylvania, to E)- 
mnira, in New York. 


2. The survey, plan, and estimates for the im- 


provement of the Christiana, from Wilmington to the 
Delaware. 


I have never understood that Major Bache, or any 


any compensation or allowance for expenses, except 
those paid by the United States. 
Major McNeill, Topographical Engineer. 

1. The survey, plan, estimates, and construction ef 
the Boston and Lowell railroad. 

2. Of the Boston and Providence railroad. 

8. Of the Paterson and Hudson railroad. 

. Of the Baltimore and Susquehanna railroad. 

5. Of the Long Islana railroad. 

6. Of a railroad in North Carolina. 

It is generally understood that Major McNeill re- 
ceives a compensation from some, if not from all, of 
these companies. I have never heard the amount, 
but do not doubt the fact, as his entire allowance 
froin the United States would not meet the mere tra- 
velling expenses in which the aetive superintendence 
of these works would involve him. He has never 
been allowed assistants by the United States, except 
when surveys on account of the United States were 
assigned to hime 

Major Graham, Topographical Engineer. 

1. The survey, plan, and estimates of the Winches- 
ter and Harper’s Ferry railroad, 

2. The survey, plan, and estimates of the route for 
a railroad from Pensacola, Florida, to Columbus, 
Georgia. ; 

Major Graham and his assistants, of which he had 
two for a short time, received for tis last survey an 
allowance for their extraordinary expenses. This is 
the case alluded to, in which Governor Eaton ob- 
tained the party, and fixed the allowance to be paid 
by the company to cover extra expenses. 

Captain Turnbull, Topographical Engineer. 

1. Survey, plan, estimate, and construction of the 
aqueduct over the Potomac river at Georgetown. 

I have understood that Captain Turnbull receives a 
compensation from the Alexandria Canal Cowpany 
for superiutending the work of the aqueduct, but I 
am not aware of the ainount. 

Captain W. H. Swift, Topographical Engineer. 

1. the survey, plan, and estimates of the route for 
a railracad from New London to Worcester, Massa- 
chusetts. 

2. Survey plan and estimates of the route for a rail- 
road from Stonington, Connecticut, to Providence, 
Rhode Island. 

I have never understood that Capt. Swift received 
any compensation or allowance for expenses, for 
either of these surveys. Ue is now detailed on the 
survey of the coast; and, [ understand from Mr. 
Hassler, the principal on that survey, that he is al- 
lowed to bestow his leisure in superintending the 
construction of a railroad, for which he probably re- 
ceives eompensation. 

Captain W. G. Williams, Topographical Engineer. 

1. The survey, plan, and estimates of a ship canal 
around the Falls of Niagara, with a view of etfecting 
a junction between the two Lakes Erie and Ontario. 

2. The survey, plan and estimates of the route for 
a railroad from Charleston, South Carolina, to Cinein- 
nati, Ohio. : 

I believe that an allowance for extra expenses is 
made by the State of South Carolina to Captain Wil- 
‘fiams, and was also made to his military assistants 
| during the short time they were with him, for this 
| last mentioned survey. 

When the party for this survey was obtained trom 
the War Department, on the application of the hono- 
rable Mr. Calhoun, of the State of South Carolina, I 
was permitted by the late Secretary to represent to 
him the allowances which would be withheld from 
the officers, and to urge the propriety and necessity 
that the same should be made good by the State. Mr. 
Calhoun assured me that he would have it attended 
to, and although I have heard nothing on the subject 
since, I have no doubt that the honorable Senator had 
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Captain Smith, United States Infantry. be ordered by Congress, in the form either of law or 


1. Survey, plan, and estimate for the improvement bee i , : 
of the Mauinee river. 3d. The 3d query is in the following words : 


2. Survey, plan, and estimate for the improvement | “ The views of the Departinent as to the effects of 
of the harbor of Van Buren, on I.ake Erie. the practice upon the public service, and whether it 


; should be prohibited or regulated by law.” 
Lieutenant Alien, United States Dragoons. The effects of the practice, under the discretion of 
Survey, plan, and estimate for the improvement of the Department, of ordering officers on these surveys, 
the mouth of Calumick river, Lake Michigan. | sae 58 for by eo PN, te has not been 
: : ae : \found injurious to the public service, It is consi- 
Lieut. J. M. Berrien, United States infantry. ‘dered as comatetel attentiaind by the letter and spirit 
1. Survey, plan, and estimate for the improvement of the law of the 30th of April, 1824, and as carrying 
of the harbor of St. Joseph’s, Michigan. out its intention. The officer is employed upon to- 
2. Survey, plan, and estimates for a harbor at the pographical duties in perfect harmony with his pro- 
mouth of Trail creek, on Lake Michigan, Indiana. | fession, and acquires upon the same, at the expense 
3. The survey, plan, and estimate of a railroad of the States and companies, an experience in bis 
from Detroit to Pontiac. | profession, tending greatly to enhance his value to 

4. The survey, plan, and estimate of a railroad from the United States. 

Detroit to the St. Joseph’s river. The principle upon which these details are made 


5. Survey, plan, aud estimate for the improvement | will clearly show that they cannot be prejudicial to 
of the mouth of Galleau river. ‘the public service. 


6. The survey, plan, and estimate forthe improve-| On the termination of every session of Congress, 
ment of the mouth of the Milwaukee. | : 


é ; ail the surveys required by laws or resolutions are ar- 
7. The survey, plan, and esfimate for the improve- | ranged, in a tabular form, as a first class. The same 


ment of the mouth of Root river. | process is observed in reference to applications for 


8, The survey, plan, and estimate for the improve- | surveys from States, companies, or bodies of indivi- 
ment of the mouth of the Calamazoo. | duals, as a second class. 

9. The survey, plan, and estitnate forthe improve-| Then, under the direction of the War Department 
ment of the harbor of New Butialo, on Lake Erie. | those of the first class are assigned to various officers. 

Captain Smith, Lieutenant Berrien, Lieutenant) This being completed, then those of the second class, 
Allen; I have never understood that either of those | which possess the most general and national charac- 
officers, or any of their United States assistants, ever ter, are assigned also to such officers whose United 
received compensation (except froin the United | States duties are most conveniently situated in point 


States) for any of these duties. 
It may not be out of place to remark that surveys 
for States or companies generally involve the superin- 


tending officer in far greater expenses than surveys | 


under the authority of the United States. A United 
States party rarely consists of more than one principal 
and four assistants, which limits, to a few miles, the 
extent under survey at the same time; but States or 
companies are so anxious for results, that they fur- 
nish, at their own expense, any number of assistants, 
by which a great extent of country is at the same time 
under survey, and the personal expenses of superin- 
tending the whole are thereby much increased. 

The foregoing constitutes a correct statement of all 
surveys, made at the expense of States or companies, 
during the ‘last five years ;” or if there be any omis- 
sions in the same, I am not aware of them. 

The reinarks also embrace all the information pos- 
sessed by me in reference to compensation paid by 
States or companies to oflicers so employed. 

Had I limited myself upon this last point to official 
information, it would not have been in my power to 
have said any thing; but, from a desire to avoid any 
appearance of evading the object of the inquiry, | 
have stated all known to me, even from general re- 

ort. 

Although all the foregoing surveys have been made 
at the expense of the parties interested, except the 
pay by law to United States oilicers, and not by the 
United States, it is yet evident, on an examination of 
the same, that they are all intimately connected with 
great commercial interests, either as harbors, or as 
great lines of international communication ; and they 
also furnish invaluable matter in reference to the mi 
litary defences of the country, constituting, under 
those aspects, national undertakings, meriting all the 
aid which it may be presumed can be derived from 
the science, general intelligence, and practical know- 
ledge of the officers of the nation. 

It is but justice to suppose that the Department was 
influenced by these considerations when it ordered 
its officers upon such duties. 

That the expenses of the same were not paid by 
the United States, but by the parties interested, is be- 
cause the appropriation for surveys was considered 
as intended only to meet expenses of such as should 


(of locality, with the express injunction that, under no 
|circumstances, are the duties of the first class to be 
| hazarded or procrastinated on account of those of the 
second, 

Also, (but which is very rarely the case,) when 
an officer, towards the close of a season, may happen 
‘to be at leisure, he is ordered on some survey for a 
State or company, without regard to the locality in 
which he has been or may hereafter be employed. 

There is likewise an unequivocal understanding 
that the officer may at any time be called off from 
these private surveys, and that the fact of his having 

been ordered to aid in the same creates no obligation 
| on the part of the Department for him to remain longer 
‘than he can be so permitted with perfect convenience 
to any other duty which may be required of him by 
the Department. 

I am not aware that any inconveniences can result 
from a service so regulated, and ain not conscious 
that any have hitherto resulted. 

The reports and surveys received from these offi- 
cers, so employed, ought to be considered; and in 
fact are, a full equivalent for their services, and fur- 
nish this office with the most valuable details of the 
geography and statistics of the country, and could not 
fail of being of the most essential service in times of 
war. 

Further to regulate this service by legal details 
might produce constant and great embarrassments ; 
tor laws cannot anticipate and admit of that exercise 
of discretion which the contingencies of service so 
frequently require. 

To prohibit it would, I fear, have the effect of 
driving some of the most valuable, best-informed, 
and most enterprising officers from the service. 

The duties of a topographical engineer expose him 
to extraordinary expenses. He has to have a home 
for his family, and, in addition, he must have another 
for himself, in stages, steamboats, taverns, and tents. 
Such a condition of things subjects him to greater ex- 
penses than other officers in other branches of service ; 
and were it not for the aids which he may receive 
from the States or companies he may be occasionally 
ordered to serve, I cannot see how any one of them, of 
subordinate rank, can avoid humiliating and oppres- 
sive debts, or have before hiin any other prospect than 
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the wants of probably a large family, old age, and po- | 
verty. The eilect, therefore, of such a prohibition 
would, in all probability, be as I have stated, and in 
the end produce the most singular spectacie, for a| 





republican governineat, of a corps of military ollicers ; 


in which only men of private fortunes could atiord to | 
hold a subordinate cominission. 

An officer, from his feelings and his edneation, is 
devotedly attached to his commission, maintains it 
through the greatest privations, and ila gleam oi sua- 
shine is permitted to brighten up and warm his path, 
will rarely abandon it. but if this sunshine is with- 
held, if he is prohibited an oceasional opportunity of 
bettering his condition, when it can be done withont 
prejudice to the public service, despair, and the con- 
sciousness that his condition cannot be rendered 
worse, absolute necessity, may drive hitn from the 
service, and the hypothesis be verified, that the rich 
only can afford to hold subordinate commissions in 
such a corps. 


It may not be amiss here to cail to mind the fact, 
that although the duties of a topographical engineer 
extend over all the diversified climates of our coun- 
try, and at all seasons, and are a series of privations 
and of exposures to all weather, and in all places, yet, 
from the character of our pension laws, death, from 
such causes more probable than from battle, would 
leave his family comparatively destitute. This view 
is alluded to merely to show how strong must be the 
obligation felt by an officer to provide for those left 
so exclusively dependent upon himself, when the 
same can be done without prejudice to his public du. 
ty, and when the same is also in harmony with prin- 
ciples sanctioned by immemorial usage in another 
department. 


There are, however, on this subject, considerations, 
independent of those which at‘ach to the person of 
the officer, and which belong to a community politi- 
cally organized as ours. 


These considerations may be stated as existing in 
the rights of a State, or company, or large body of 
citizens, to call upon the General Government, for 
the occasional aid of those officers whose education 
has been at their expense, and who are maintained by 
taxes upon their means, when such aid can be ren- 
dered without injury to the duties required by the 
General Government from such officers, 


Calls of this character come under the aspect of the 
people of the United States asking for the occasional 
aid of their own servants. And whether it would be 
proper to prohibit a compliance with such calls or 
not, when the same can be complied with without 
injury to the public service, involve considerations 


and consequences, to my judgment of great national 
importance. 


A State or incorporated company contemplates the 
expenditure of large sums of money upon a matter 
involving the knowledge of the most scientific, most 
experienced and energetic engineer. The demands 
of the country for such improvements are so extensive 
as to be far beyond the capacity of civil engineers to 
supply. The improvements of the State or company 
must therefore languish or be abandoned, or the Ge- 
neral Government must lend the aid of the intellect 
at its control. If such aid should be prohibited by 
Jaw, it amounts, under such circumstances, to a pro- 
hibition of the improvement of the country, and di- 
vests the government of its paternal and patronizing 
character. 


- Under these circumstances, I am decidedly of opin- 
ion that the practice had better be as it now is, left 
to those regulations which the contingencies of ser- 


vice may justify, and the discretion of the Executive 
adopt. 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. J. ABERT, 
Lt. Col. Top. Eng. 
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From the New York Journal of Commerce. 

AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY. 

The ninth annual meeting of this Society was held 
Mond 1y evening in the Broadway ‘Tabernacle, Jas. 
Boorman, Esq. in the chair. ‘The meeting was opened 
with prayer by Rev. Mr. Adams, of the Centre church 
in this erty. An abstract of the Treasurer’s Report 
was read by Jolin Wheelwright, sq. and of the Ma- 
nagers’ Report by the Corresponding Secretary, Rev. 
Mr. Greenleaf. Some particulars are annexed. The 


imeeting was addressed by Mr. Ladd of Maine, and 


by Rev. Messrs. Lord and Rogers, of Boston, and in 
support of the following resolutions :— 

iiesolved, ‘Tiiat the position and character of sea- 
men demand a Jarger share of the attention of the 
chureh, in her eilorts for the conversion of the world. 

Whereas in the progress of the efforts for the im- 
provement of seamen, it has become sufficiently ob- 
vious, that the present systein of Sailor Boarding 
Houses is equaliy opposed to the interests of com- 
merece and religion; and whereas the benefits which 
have resulted from the establishment of temperance 
boarding houses for seamen, warrant the anticipation 
of great good from the increase of their numbers and 
extension of their influence, 

Therefore Resolved, That it is the interest of the 
inerchant and the duty of the friends of seamen to se- 
cure for their own and foreign ports a home, where 
they may be separated from the influence of vice and 
brought under the power of the Gospel. 

Resolved, That in order to raise the character of 
seamnen we should teach thei to respect themselves ; 
and we should use more moral power and less physi- 
cal force in the government of them than we have done 
hitherto. 

ABSTRACT OF THE Reporr, 

1. Foreign OrERATIONS. 


Canton. Rev. J. W. Newton, Chaplain.—It will 
be recollected that Canton was the first foreign port 
in which achaplain of the society displayed the Bethel 
flag, and preached beneath it “the unsearchable riches 
of Christ.” Several changes have taken place at that 
port. Rev. David Abeel was the first chaplain there, 
spending one season only at that place. Rev. Edwin 
Stevens was sent out in the year 1832, with an under- 
standing that ke should be released in three years if 
he requested it, in order to enter the service of the 
American Board as a missionary in China. This he 
has now done, closing up his account with the Sea- 
men's Friend Society about one year ago, yet kindly 
supplying the ship anchorage at Whampoa with his 
services on the Sabbath, as before, and will probably 
continue this until his successor shall arrive. The Rev. 
J. W. Newton, of Norwich, Conn. is engaged for this 
purpose. He has obtained his dismission from his 
people, and is about to embark for China. 

Honotorv. Rev. John Diell, Chaplain.—After the 
experience of four years there is increased reason for 
believing that this post, as one for benefitting the sai- 
lors engaged in the whale fishery, was well chosen. 
From the annual report of Mr. Diell, tor the year 1835, 
we learn that the arrivals at Honolulu for a year, were 
80 sail of ships and barques, 21 brigs, and 8 smaller 
vessels. Of these vessels the greater part were engag- 
ed in the whale fishery, carrying of course large crews, 
so that the whole number of seamen at that port could 
not have been less than 3,000. With many of these 
the chaplain had opportunity of personal intercourse. 
A large proportion of them might have heard the gos- 
pel at the Chapel; while they all could enjoy the ad- 
vantages of the reading room. The parents and friends 
of those who visit the Pacific in the whale ships can- 
not but feel a deep interest in this establishment. 

Havre. Rev. Eli N. Sawtell, Chaplain.—This is 
the fifth year achaplain has been supported at Havre, 
at much expense, and through many discouragements; 
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bat much good seed has been sowa, and though per | 
laps sowa weeping, it has not been lost, jor we bave 
now reason to hope tis spiinging 
brethren who have sown iu tears, ie 
reaping, may yet have occasion to rejo ¥ :, 
The chapel began to be thonged with hearers spon 
after the commencement of Mr. Sawtell’s ministry in 
August last. A larger and more convenient place of 
worship has been provided, aad frequent hopeiul con- 
versions among scamen and others have taken place. | 
The health of Mr. Sawtell, once feeble, is now very | 
good, and most evidently God is setting his seal to his 
minisiry. 

Marserities. Rev. David D. F. Ely, Chaplain.— 
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ed by the civil authorities, and pecuniary aid was 
freely given by the English and American cousuls, by 
merchants, shipmasters and others, to an amount very 
neatly sufficient to cover the expense of fitting a rooin. 


About the middle of December the chapel was prepar- | 


ed and occupied. The number of hearers thus far is 
sinall,yet on the whole the beginning is hopeful. Mr. 
Ely labors much at the hospital, to which he has free 
access. Marseilles presents a most encouraging field 
or the operation of Christian philanthropy, in alinost 
every department, and it is to be hoped the ground 
will soon be occupied. 


Smyrna. Rev Joshua Brewer, Chaplain.—As in 
years past, Mr. Brewer devotes a portion. of his time 
ofthe claims of seamen. The American trace is not 
large at Sinyrna, and the opportunities for benefitting 
the sailors somewhat circumscribed. 


Rro Janeiro. Rev. O. M. Johnson, Chaplain.— 
Mr. Johnson commenced his work at Rio more than 
a year since, and after spending about three months 
there, making arrangements, and preaching on ship 
board as he had opportunity, he returned to the United 
States, and sailed again for Rio with his wife on the 
15th of December last. Rio presents a wide field for 
usefulness, but in some respects of difficult cultiva- 
tion. 

The foreign vessels lie at one anchorage when dis- 


charging, and at another when receiving their car- | 


goes; the custoin house regulations are very strict, and 
the penalties very severe, and hence a service on 


2 
"2, 


board vessels is attended with difficulty, and probably | 


not much can be eifected until a floating chapel can 
be provided. 
CRONSTADT. 


‘his place, which is the grand port of St. Petersburgh, | 
} ’ s t mls 
in Russia, has been repeatedly urged upon the notice | 


of this society by the Rev..Mr. Kuill, formerly of St. 
Petersburgh, and by the Executive Board of the Bri. 
tish and Foreign Sailor’s Society in London. It is an 
important port. More than 1100 vessels, including 
57 American, were at Cronstadt last year. 
the chief rendezvous of the Russian navy. . Web- 
ster lias recently received ordination, and is about to 
embark for that port. 
New OrveANns. 
This we rank among the foreign ports, thong 
in the limiis of the United States. 
church at New Orleans having been removed by or- 
der of the government, it seemed necessary to begin 
at the fonndation. Mr. Loomis wassent to New Or- 
leans in January last, and commenced his labors by 
renting a roorm, conveniently situated, fitting it ip in 
an economical manner, and there preaching the gospel 
to snch as might assemble. A port Society has re- 
cently been formed at New Orleans, and arrangements 
are making to build a Mariner’s church. 
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Rev. Harman Loomis, Chaplain. 
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Batavia, SINGAPORE, and LAHAINA. 
of these places the resident American missionaries 
have been engaged to perform such services for sea- 
men as they consistently can. 
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Rev. John C. Webster, Chapilain.— | 


It is aiso | 
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The old Mariner’s | 
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Rev. Mr. Sutton, the Baptist 
lo Grissa, Was appointed as our chaplain 
and received a simiias appointment from 
tiitee there; but he found it necessar 
to deli Auoiler appointinent will probably be 
made mere oy the Caicuita Bethel pociety; and the 
American eamen’s iriend Society stand pledged to 
pay a proportion ofthe expense. 
Il. Domestic Lazors. 


L uder this head is classed those efforts which the 
American Seamen’s Friend Society has made for the 
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benefit of sailors, apart from the preaching of the 
| gospel. 

t | copies, is 
Mr. Ely arrived at Marseilles on the 21st of August | tions of the Sailor's Hymn Book 
His proposal to open a chapel for sailors was | sistant have also bee 
well received. Liberty to proceed was readily grant- | 


The Sailor’s Magazine, in an edition 3,500 
published and distributed monthly; two edi- 
and Devotional As- 
n published. Aided by the New 
imperance Society, 100,000 copies of a 
femperance Almanac, adapted to sailors have been 
putin circulation. Aided by the American Tract 
| Society, 59 large vessels have been furnished with a 
permanent library of useful books, of about 60 volumes 
each, arranged in a neat case, and put up in the fore- 
castle. Our foreign chaplains have also been furnished 
with tracts by the Tract Society, while the American 
Bible Society has furnished them with Bibles. 

| The Seamen’s Home remains in the same state as 
| at the last annual report. The ground is purchased, 
and one-third of the purchase money is paid, and 
/something is on hand with which to commence the 
| building; but an alteration of the street on which it is 
‘located is to take place, and the building cannot be 
co:nmenced until that is decided on, 


III. Locat INsTITUTIONS. 


At Portland, Salem, Boston, New Bedford, New 
York, Philadelphia, Baltiinore, Charleston, Savannah, 
}and Mobile, there are regular congregations of sailors, 
/with ministers devoted to their instruction; and at 
Boston, Philadelphia and Baltimore, the ordinances of 
the gospel have been introduced. At several other 
| places, sailors receive more or less advantage from 
/assembling with mixed congregations, where they are 
‘made welcome. In the western country, the cause of 
| the sailors on the lakes, and the boatmen on the rivers 
and canals, has received a new impulse by the forma- 
tion of the “American Bethel Society,” by a conven- 
tion held at Buffalo in June last. 


IV. OPpENINGS FOR ENLAKGED EFFORT. 


| Bordeaux in France, is supposed to offer many fa- 
cilities for the labors of a seamen’s chaplain; and the 
American Seamen’s Friend Society has been addres- 
‘sed in relation to this place, by the Secretary of the 

3ritish and Foreign Sailors’ Society, in London, and 
urged to send a man there. 

‘he port of Floriana, in the Gallipagos Islands, is 
another interesting and important spot. This society 
has been addressed in relation to Floriana, by Joseph 
Vilamil, Esq., the Spanish Governor of the colony, 
and every possible facility offered to induce the socie- 
iy to station a chaplain there. It isa very convenient 

| port for many whale ships when in want of fresh pro- 
visions, and from January, 1835, to June 1836, no 
less than 105 large ships touched there to obtain sup- 
yhies. 

Constantinople is another port to which this society 
has been solicited to direct its attention. The Ame- 
rican missionaries there have addressed the society on 
‘this subject, urging very strongly its claims, and 
placing the opportunities for usefulness there in a 
very encouraging light. 

Cadiz, in Spain, is also open for the labors of a 
seamen’s chaplain; and an English Wesleyan mission- 
ary has already hoisted the Bethel flag. This society 
| has been addressed in regard to Cadiz, by the Rev; 
Mr. Rule, of Gibraltar, and urged to take measures for 
sustaining a chaplain at that port. 

We might enlarge greatly om the openings thus 
sented, in almost every quarter of the globe, where 
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no serious obstacles are found, and where the voice of 
God’s providence seems to be saying, ‘Enter ye in.”’| 
But we forbear. Our means are limited. Our way, | 
for the present at least, is hedged up, as will fully ap- | 


pear under the last general topic, viz. 
VY. Tue STATE oF THE Funps. 
At the last annual settlement there was a balance | 


due to the Treasurer of $19361. During the year the | 
total amount of receipts from every source has been | 
$10,561 66 while the disbursements within the same | 
period have amounted to $14,977 24, showing a bal- } 
ance against the society, on the current account, and | 


now due to the Treasurer, of $4,435 58. It should, | 
however, be known that $1,805 93 of the balance | 
thus appearing against the society, was a debt con- 
tracted in the year 1832, when Mr. Diell embarked for 
the Sandwich Islands, the payment of which has now 
been called for. The society are under great obliga- | 
tions to their Treasurer, for advancing money thus 
promptly to meet the demands against them, when 
there was not a dollar in the treasury, and there can 
be but one opinion respecting the duty of every friend 
to the cause at this crisis. This load of debt must be 
removed without delay, and the means allorded to sus- 
tain the present operations of the society, or these 
operations must stop. Unless something effectual is 
done, and done speedily too, the executive committee 
will not feel authorised to proceed a single step fur- 





ther in enlarging their operations, but ‘vill rather con- | 


sider it an imperative duty to close the chapels at 
some of those stations where it will be productive of 
the least evil, and thus eurtail their expenses, until 
they can be brought within the limits of the amount 
which christian charity places at their disposal. Will 


From the Sailor’s Magazine. 
FOURTH REPORT OF THE NEW-YORK MA- 
RINE TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 

The progress of temperance among seamen, during 
the past year, shows, that our labour has not been in 
vaih, and furnishes cause ef encouragement and con- 
gratulation on this anniversary occasion. ‘Twelve pub- 
lic meetings of the Society have béen held, which 
were generally attended by seamen and their families. 
These meetings were rendered highly integesting by 
the impression and pointed addresses of the friends of 
teinperance ; and especially, by the facts stated and 
the observations made by seamen themselves. Five 
hundred and twenty names have been added to the list 
of members belonging to this Society, and almost the 
whole of these new members have signed the pledge 
of total abstinence from all that can intoxicate. This 


; pledge, faithfully kept, we regard as the effectual pre- 


ventive and radical cure of an intemperate habit ; and 
though we circulate the other, hoping that some good 
may be done by it, our full confidence is placed only 
in the man of total abstinence. The members are 
nearly all supplied with engraved pledges and certifi- 
cates of membership, adorned with a suitable device, 
and signed by the President and Secretary. These 
certificates are highly prized, and sailors take them to 
sea, and show them to their shipmates and friends, as 
evidences oi their attachment to the cause of temper- 
jance. The whole number of members now in this 
Society is 2170, including about 140 shipmasters, 120 
inates, and 1100 seamen. 

During the past year, a large number of Sailor’s 
Temperance Almanacs have been distributed among 
our seafaring brethren, together with many interest. 





the friends of seamen in our land advise to this course? 


Must we relinquish these efforts, and give over the) 


sailor a prey to every destroyer, as he has been afore- 
time? We leave the question on the conscience of eve- 
ry man, to answer it as he will wish to have done 
when this world shall have passed away, and eternity 
shall open. 


From the Sailor’s Magazine. 


THE BENEFITS OF TEMPERANCE AMONG 
SEAMEN, 


COMMUNICATED BY A SHIP-MASTER. 


During my last voyage on the west coast of Suma- 
tra I had the opportunity of witnessing some of the 
benefits of temperance among seamen. There were 
twelve American vessels on the coast, and all of them 
without ardent spirits, nor was there any to be obtain 
ed on shore. Not one of these vessels lost a man by 
death. Now compare this with the deaths in the same 
number of ships in any port in India, say Canton, 
Batavia, or Manilla, and the difference is striking. 
We were on the coast four months, and our cargoes 
of pepper were stowed by our crews. In other parts 
of India natives are usually employed in stowing, 
which made the case worse for our crews; yet in 
Canton, the average number of deaths on board twelve 
vessels, in four months, would be from five to eight 
men; in Marseilles, about the same number, and in 
Batavia from ten to fifteen. Formerly the pepper 
voyage was considered unhealthy. The stowing of 
the cargo was done by forced power. The steam of 
the pepper being considered injurious, a glass of spi- 
rits was given each man before entering the hold, and 
work was performed as long as the excitement was 
kept up. The consequence was, that at the time, or 
near the time, of leaving the coast, the crew would be 
seized with dysenteries, ‘fevers, and other diseases, 
and many of them hurried into eternity. Then sick- 
ness was attributed to bad water, and some similar 
cause ; but it was not so: it was owing to bad rum, 
gin, and brandy. The last year proves it. 


ing Tracts, bearing upon the same important subject. 
| These silent advocates of the good cause in which we 
are engaged, and the addresses and facts presented at 
| our monthly meetings, have thrown more hight upon 
| upon the evils of strong drink of every kind, and the 
‘iniseries brought upon the unbappy votaries of the 
| glass, have been thus exposed to public view. These 
terrible evils are now more generally seen than form- 
erly, and sailors themselves are beginning to perceive 
that most of the sufferings they have hitherto endured, 
both by sea and land, were caused by the use of ar- 
dent spirits and other intoxicating liquors. And is it 
to be supposed, that, when they understand what it is 
that destroys their happiness, their health, their lives, 
their immortal souls, they will continue to swallow the 
noxious draught? No! They will dash the poisoned 
cup from their lips, and throw olf the galling yoke of 
bondage—they will break their fetters and again be 
free. 

It is impossible to enumerate all the frightful conse- 
quences that result from intemperance. “Their name 
is legion.” Aside from the degradation and wretch- 
edness which it never fails to inflict upon the practical 
lover of strong drink, it really unfits the mind for ge- 
nerous and virtuons actions, and prepares it only for 
every evil work. Men do not plunge at once int., 
greatcrimes. Intemperance is the fruitful school #1 
which they are trained to deeds of darkness, violence», 
and blood. On this subject the records of our crin j- 
nal courts disclose scenes of guilt beyond enduran..e, 
and relate tales of horror that make one’s “ears to 
tingle.” And no man is safe from going the same 
lengths in crime, who allows himself to drink only a 
little. The habit is likely to grow upon him till it 
defies all control. The only safe course is to renounce 
it now—to renounce it forever. 

The experience of several years has shown the 
great advantages of sailing our vessels without the use 
of ardent spirits, many of which are now on strict 
temperance principles This practice affords greater 
safety to property and life than the old one, of dealing 
out the allowance of grog, and sometimes of doubling 
that allowance. This is so clearly perceived, that a 
premium is allowed by underwriters on temperance 
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ships. Besides, the crews are more able to perform 
duty, and to endure heat and cold, on the strength of 
good and wholesome food alone, than when under the 
influence of artificial stimulus. ‘To these advantayes 
inay be added the harmony and subordination that 
prevail on board of such ships, for nearly all the quar- 
rels and mutinies that occur at sea are caused by the 
use of intoxicating liquors. A captain remarks that 
‘*many seamen have had their eyes opened, and have 
seen where the monster, inteimperance, was leading 
then. They have found, by happy experience, that! 
liquor was worse than useless, and that they could 
stand the stern blast of winter and a West India’s 
sun much better without it than with it. They have 
declared, that since they had entirely discontinued 
the use of stimulants, they have been healthier, and 
better able to endure all the hardships of a sailor’s 
calling.” A sailor remarked, «that he hoped soon to 
act on board a ship without any wet sides; that he 
had been with the wet side forward, aad then there 
was trouble ; but,” said he, * the last ship in which 
I sailed had the wet side entirely aft among the offi- 
cers and passengers, and they were miserable, and 
and would have made us so too, but we were all sober, 
and did not have nor want any liquor; and the next 
voyage I shall pitch fora dry one fore and alt.’? When 
all our vessels, both in the navy and merchant service, 
shall have totally abandoned the use of ardent spirits, 
one great obstacle to the moral and religious improve- 
inent of our seamen will have been removed. 

But in order to secure the full advantages of temper- 
ance to'seamen, something must be done on shore as 
well as at sea. The work will have been only half ac- 
complished when ardent spirits shall be banished froin 
every vessel. Some of our bearding-house keepers have 
nobly come inro the temperance measures, and have 
discontinued the sale of ardent spirits altogether. 
They are entitled to the thanks of seamen, and the 
fricuds of seamen, for the improvement they have 
made in this respect; and they, doubtless, have a more 
quiet conscience than they had before. It isdesirable 
that all others, engaged in the same business, would 
follow their good example; and it is believed by judi- 
cious men, that they might do this without serious 
detriment to their teinperal interests. Their houses 
would be more quiet and orderly, and they themselves 
would feel better in view of the solemn account they 
wili have to render to Almighty God at the last day. 
The present landlords have now a fair opportunity of 
securing the lasting esteem of their fellow-citizens, 
and of being regarded as the friends and benefactors 
of seamen, by turning all their establishments into 
temperance boarding-houses. Every good man will 
wish them God’s speed in such an undertaking. But, 
unless they improve the opportunity soon, it will be 
lost forever. As to the absolute necessity of furnishing 
seamen with temperance boarding-houses in some 
way, there can be but one honest opinion. Jt must 
and will be done. ‘The great evilofthe present sys- 
tem must be removed, root and branch; if not by the 
present landlords, who have the first and best right to 
do so, and to secure al! the advantages of the change, 
it will be done by others. It is not to be endured by 
a Christian community, in this age of light, that this 
state of things should continue much longer. ‘There 
is reason to believe, that the friends of seamen, and the 
Christian public, gencrally, have a deep feeling on this 
subject, and will soon apply themselves to the work 
in good earvest. Shall the seamen, as they return 
from their temperance voyages, and when beginning 
to conquer their desire for stimulating liquors, con- 
tinue to enter houses where ardent spirits are kept on 
sale, and where every inducement is held out for 
them to drink? Shall they again and again be caught 
in that fatal snare, and be plunged into all the vices 
and wretchedness of dissipation? Is this to be endured 
in a Christ#an port? We trust not. 

In conclusion we would say, let the friends of tem- 
perance generally, and the members of this Society in 








particular, be encouraged by their past success. Let 
them trust in the goodtiess of the cause and the bles- 
sing of Heaven. Let them employ every honourable 
means to promote this great work in which they are 
engaged. 
By order of the Society, 
EDWARD RICHARDSON, President. 
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From Tait’s Edinburgh Magazine. 
ODE TO THE AMERICAN SEA SERPENT, 


THE monstrous crocodile, 
The Eldon of the Nile, 
That hy poeritically cries 
O’er the devoted prey he draws 
Within the Chancery of his jaws— 
W hose huge dimensions learned folk diseuss, 
Describing him a living omnibus !— 
(By which, if thou’rt inclind to ride, 
Pray book a place for one—but not inside !) 
Though he is, certes, of enormous size, 
H{e’s but a shrimp to thee, 
Terrific Serpent of the Sca! 


The broad balena whale 
Is not a patch upon thy fail! 
( Which puts great Dan O’Connell’s out of joint, 
And sages say in length exactly tallies 
With that of the dread comet, yclep’d Halley’s ; 
But this, J say, is a disputed point.) 
Nay, e’en the Kraken vast— 
Which grave Pontoppidan, Norwegian bishop, 
Serves to his readers, as a curious dish, up— 
Would searce suffice to break thy fast, 


The total ocean brine 
To thee is but a tiny Serpentine; 
Wherein thy facile folds lie ofttimes curl’d 
Stupendous Python, that can clasp the world ! 
*Tis said—-and we may well believe— 
Thou art the serpent that first tempted Eve, 
In Eden’s fair primeval bowers ; 
Whence driven to the sea for the dread crime, 
Thou hast been growing ever since that time, 
And now, with matchless bulk, astoundest ours. 


When stretch’d at length—’tis rather droll— 
Thy tail doth touch the South, 
Whilst, with thy pointed mouth, 
Thou breath’st the bracing air of the North Pole. 
But, when thou turn’st, the student of Mercator 
Beholds a very palpable equator ; 
And shoudst thou, listless, on the wave recline, 
Seamen perceive thee from the mast, 
And ery, “‘Avast! 
Yonder’s the equinoctial line !”’ 
Then, to pursue their voyage at a loss, they 
Are somewhat disinclined to cross thee ! 


And if thou mov’st, their terrors don’t diminish. 
How do they tremble at thy rising mane, 
Great mayor of ocean ! 
Who, when thou mak’st a motion, 
Art sure to carry it, ’tis plain! 
And when thou showest a fin—they fear a finish! 
When sick of salt and water, thou on high 
Rearest thy awful head towards the sky— 
Thy tail bencath the billows, and thy snout 
Touching the clouds, thou seemest a water-spout ! 
And, while thy stomach disembogueth seas, 
The distant steersman, trembliug at the helm, 
Fearing the deluge may his bark overwhelm, 
Swift tacks about and from the danger flees. 
«< Farewell! a long farewell !” 
For I 
Have other smaller fish to fry ; 
Yet this in truth I tell— 
Respectfully I bid thee a good by. 
Constrained am I to end my song, 
Which else must fail ; 
For thou’rt a theme so long, 
Although enough I’ve said 
Upon that head, 


Tis clear I never can complete thy a L. T. 
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WASHINGTON CITY: 
THURSDAY.,........ . MAY 11, 1837. 





Mivirary Tactics.—The Spectateur Militaire 
for December contains a notice of a new work, en- 
titled «« Course pursued at the military school of Ber- 
lin: by C. de Decker, Lieut. Colonel of Prussian ar- 
tillery. Translated from the German, &c. by Col. F. 
de Brack. Vol. 1, Paris—Anselin.” After some 
remarks upon military science in general, the re- 
viewer proceeds to make a few extracts from the 
work itself, which may be considered as embodying 
the pith of the art, as acquired by the experience ol 
nations and individuals. 

The whole review, consisting of about ten pages, 
we should be glad to translate, if we could spare the 
time and afford the space; but we must content our- 
selves at present with the translation of the General 
Remarks, for which we are indebted to a gentleman 
ofthe army, connected with the staff at Head Quar- 
ters. 

“The more that Infantry will attack with the bayo- 
net ; the more that Cavalry will practise the real shock; 
the more that Artillery, regardless of the loss of a few 
pieces, will fire at the grape shot range ; the more will 
these arms inspire confidence in their own ranks. 

“The best Infantry will be that which will not 
amalgamate too exclusively the two kinds of Infantry, 
nor divide either into too small bodies. 

** The character of the Infantry of the line consists 
in a tranquil and circumspect regularity, in an im- 
posing front, in a firm and decided march towards the 
enemy, a great unanimity of fire, and a strong con- 
nexion in impenetrable masses. 

“The character of Light Infantry should be, great 





other half will decide the battle ; it is for the tacti- 
cian to choose, 
«The cannonading by Horse Artillery should not 
be kept up too long, unless it be the determination 
to sacrifice it. 
‘** Artillery is characterized by a circumspect cour- 
age, coolness, an iron resistance; by a presence of 
inind which nothing disturbs ; by a stoicism not to 
be shaken, and absolute devotedness ; a self-denial, of 
which no other arm can give such striking examples, 
because no other is subjected to such severe proofs ; 
skillful tact in firing is its most important quality. 

«With the character of Horse Artillery should be 
connected boldness, vivacity, contempt of danger, 
the conviction that nothing can resist it, the quickness 
of lightning, to seize the favorable moment, a prompt 
decision, a will 6f iron, an absolute devotedness.” 

The Prussian author disdains to discuss mounted 
Artillery, which he calls an hermaphroditical arm. 

«The worse the infantry is, the more is Artillery 
necessary. There is never too much Cavalry, but it 
is better to be without them, than to have bad Caval- 
ry. The Jess Artillery that is needed the better, and 
the easier is the war carried on. 

«© Where there is a deficiency of Cavalry, itis im- 
possible to profit by a victory. 

«« Where there is too little Artillery, operations 
should be on the offensive rather than the defensive. 

«« Where there is a deficiency of Infantry, it is im- 
possible to keep up a long war. 

«« Where there is too much Artillery, it is subject to 
be lost every where, because it is impossible to co- 
ver it. 





WHO WOULD’NT BE A widow ?—We understand, 





facility of fire, circumspection, capacity to act inde- 


pendently, indefatigability in harrassing the enemy | 


for whole days, to annoy him ata great distance, 
to destroy him when near at hand, to avoid his at- 
tacks, and to attack him anew when he would with- 
draw. 

“The most important property of all Cavalry is a 
degree of velocity which does not belong to any other 
arm. And velocity favors surprise, which is the 
mother of Military miracles. 

‘*However skillful may be the Infantry en masse, 
the alarm, here comes the Cavalry, will not lose any 
of its powerful effect. 

“The spirit of the leader is communicated to the 
last horseman ; where eavalry has failed, the blame 
has been nine times out of ten with the commandant. 

‘The best Cavalry has its moments of weakness: 
as arule, it should never be engaged without a re- 
serve. 


says the Boston Traveller, that a certificate under the 
|\late Navy Pension Act for widows, &c., has been re- 
ceived at the pension office in this city, which enti- 
tles the widow of a captain to the very comfortable 
sum of $20,000 arrearages, besides the continuance 
of $50 a month (half pay ) during her natural life. 

There is an unguarded levity in the caption to the 
above paragraph, which we would fain hope the writer 
of it did not feel. 

Every one will doubtless rejoice that the widow of 
a gallant officer has, although tardily, received that 
meed of justice from her government, which would 
have been more acceptable and more opportune, had 
it been bestowed at an earlier day. 

Ask this widow (or any other who has had the 
misfortune to lose her protecter) whether she would 
not gladly surrender her pension, and throw aside her 
weeds, if she could redeem its prey from the grave ? 
Can riches compensate for the loss of the companion, 
the guide, the friend of early youth and maturer age ; 


“The defensive element prevails in all kinds of! or supply the place at the fireside of him who was 


Artillery ; the effect of which consists in a well di- 
rected fire. 


erst its ornament and joy? They little know the 
heart of woman, who suppose that wealth is coveted, 


‘Artillery does not possess offensive elements, save | if purchased at the sacrifice of ber young affection’s 
when operating en masse, and when it is possible to | first choice. 
introduce a certain rapidity in its movements. 

“Horse Artillery, in sufficient;,numbers, which 
marches on the enemy till within grape shot range, 
will lose perhaps one half of its pieces, but with the 


When the manly form she once gazed 
upon with fond delight is consigned to the dark tomb, 
can gold dry up her tears, or minister consolation in 
her affliction? A widow, left with a family of young 
children, to be reared and educated amid the vices 
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and temptations of the world, has an arduous task at 
best. The father’s watchful eye, his fostering care 
and prudent counsel are more needed as these chil- 
dren increase in years; and where is the mother who 
would undertake their sole management, if it were 
left to her own choice? 

Let us hear no more, then, the taunting question, 
‘who wouldn’t be a widow ?’ 





NAVY PENSION FUND.—There is a strange mis- 
conception in the minds of some, as to the source 
from whence this fund is derived; it has been sup- 
posed that it was created by a monthly deduction of 
twenty cents from the pay of every officer and sea- 
man in the naval and merchant service—thus con- 
founding it with the hospital fund. 

The Navy pension fund was created by a moiety 
of the proceeds of the sales of all captures made by 
our public vessels, which, during the war with Great 
Britain, were very large. Having been invested in 
stocks, the receipts so far exceeded the disbursements, 
that the fund had accumulated to over one million of 
dollars, which would of course have been still further 
increased every succeeding year. 

As not a dollar of this money was drawn from the 
public treasury, Congress very justly determined that 
the best disposition which could be made of the sur- 
plus, would be a distribution of it among the widows 
and children of those, whose gallantry had wrested it 
from the enemy. This decision, tardy though it be, 
has dispensed comfort to many an aching bosom, and 
cheered the heart of many a lonely widow, whose path 
has not been strewed with roses. 

The additional claims upon the fund, sanctioned 


by the late liberal (though no more than just) act OP leony exctacively companed et Gosche, 


Congress, will probably abstract from two hundred 
to two hundred and fifty thousand dollars froin the 
principal, to satisfy arrears of pensions due; there 
will still be, however, enough left, the interest on 
which will meet the annual pensions. After all the 
old claims shall have been admitted, the annual in- 
crease of new cases will not be equal to the decrease 
by reason of the death of the pensioners, .or the ex- 
piration of the term for which they are entitled to 
pensions. 

The hospital fund, both naval and marine, is de- 
rived from a monthly deduction of twenty cents from 
the pay ofeach officer, seaman, and marine, in the 
naval or merchant service, which is appropriated to 
the support of sick and disabled seamen. So impro- 
vident is this class of men, that ifGovernment did not 
furnish some asylum for them, when sick, thousands 
would perish from actual want. 





ITEMS. 


Gen. Grarror arrived at St. Louis on the 21st ult. | 


from Washington. 

The Independence was lying atanchor off Commer- 
cial wharf, Boston, on Saturday last, and was expect. 
ed to have sailed yesterday. 

Gen. CHartes W. Sanrorp has been appointed 
by the Governor and Senate of New York, Major Ge- 


| neral of the first division of State artillery, vice Gen. 
Jacob Morton, deceased. 

Lieut. A. Edson, and nineteen privates, of the Ma- 
rine Corps, have arrived at Philadelphia, in the schr. 
Good Hope, 14 days from Tampa Bay. 


Commodore RoncGers has resigned his commission 
as a member of the Board of Commissioners for the 
Navy, and will embark on board the packet ship Mon- 
treal from New York for London. 





AMERICAN OFFICERS IN THE TURKISH SERVICE. 


—A letter in a London paper, dated Alexandria, 
March 4, says: 


‘‘The Government here has received intelligence 
that the Grand Seignor has determined to employ 
American raval officers in the command of his fleet, 
and that measures have already been taken to carry 
this resolution into effect. If Mahmoud Ali should 
come to the same determination, the combined fleets 
of Turkey and Egypt would then present a formida- 
ble front against such a naval power as Russia, whose 
fleet at present is little better manned and efficient 
than theirs, and not so well paid, and who would 
thus be placed decidedly at a disadvantage.” 


A letter from Paris, dated 23d March, to the edi- 
‘tors of the New York Express, says: 





Our last advices from Constantinople are of 28d 
ult. A naval college was then building on the island 
of Catchy, near that capital, which will be sufficiently 
large to contain 500 pupils. The latter are to be 
chosen among the sons of the first families of Turkey, 
and their naval instruction committed to some of the. 
American officers, shortly expected in Constantino- 
ple. The other oflicers are to be invested with the 
| command of schooners and brigs, which are to be con~ 
istantly out of the port for the purpose of exercising 
jand forming the crews, which had been heretofore 
| Those offi-~ 
|cers, it was believed, would be in Constantinople be- 
| fore two months, three months having now elapseé 
since Commodore Porter, the American Envoy, had 
applied to his government on the subject at the re« 
guest of the grand Admiral, Ahmet Pacha, 

It cannot be to follow up this negotiation, that Mr, 
Cass, yout minister here, is proceeding to Constanti- 
nople, for Commodore Porter is better qualified, I 
should think, for adjusting naval questions. Be this 
as it may, Mr. Cass will leave this on the Ist of April, 
‘and a frigate is to be in readiness at Toulon to con- 

vey him to his destination. He says he will be ab- 
sent six mouths, and takes all his family with him, 
ithe better to conceal the object of his journey. Some 
jsay that the Washington Government is anxious to 
javail itselfof the good disposition of the Sultan, to 
, obtain an advantageous commercial treaty, or perhaps 
the cession of an island in the Archipelago. 


The impression made by reading the foregoing 
paragraphs would naturally be, that officers of the 
American navy were about to embark in the service 
of the Sublime Porte. 

We have made inquiry at the proper Department, 
|but cannot learn that permission has been asked by 
or granted to any officer of our navy to enter the. 
Turkish or other service. 

It may be that the Grand Turk has, through Com- 
modore Porter or some other channel, sought to ob- 
tain the services of American cilizens; but we know 
of no naval officers who contemplate accepting the 
employment here referred to.— Ed. 4. & N. C. 
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SEMINOLE WAR. 


We have done ourselves the pleasure to obtain for 
publication the subjoined Report, by Lieut. Powext, 


of the Navy, to his commanding officer, of the late | Ses - on 
y» am : the Miami to the head of navigation, and reported the 


Boat Expedition, under his command, on the coast 
and in the waters of East Florida ; in which Lieut. 
P. and the oflicers and men who were with him, 
during an arduous and long-protracted service, prin- 
cipally in open boats, did themselves the greatest 
credit. ‘The information which this letter gives of 
the topography of Florida, its peculiar features, and 
especially the EverGrianers, lately so much talked 
of, is so valuable and interesting, that we have no 
doubt our readers will thank us for placing it in their 
possession.— National Intelligencer. 
Usitep Srates Sure VANDALIA, 
Harbor of Key West, Dec. 8, 1836. : 

Sir: I have the honor to report the return of the ex- 
pedition of boats fitted out from this ship, the object of 
which was to *‘ attempt a surprise of the Indians at or 
near Cape Florida, or on the Newriver,’’ and to ‘ co- 
operate with the army in protecting our people, and 
capturing and destroying the enemy.”’ 

At noon on the 12th October, 1836, having completed 
our outfit, we sailed from Key West with a detachment 
of fifty seamen, under Licutenant Wim. Smith, Midship 
men Woodhall, Brown, Alexander and Hunter, and 
ninety-five marines, under Licut. Waldron, and Second 
Licut. McNeill, of the Marine Corps, in six boats and 
two schooner boats, (Carolina and Firefly,) and the re- 
venue cutter Washington, commanded by Captain Day. 
Doctor Hassler, of the ship, accompanied the expedi- 
tion as surgeon, and Mr. Stephen Mallory and Dr. Leit- 
ner, (the latter a physician and naturalist of distinction) 
volunteered to serve in a military capacity. 

Cape Florida and its neighborhood claiming our first 
attention, we hastened to that point, touching at Indian 
Key, which we reached on the 15th. While replenish- 
ing the water preparatory to sailing, a burning on the 
main land, some thirty miles north of us, was observed ; 
and, suspecting it to be caused by Indians, I determined 
to make a flying visit to the coast, before proceeding to 
the Cape. Accordingly, having manned two light boats 
procured from Mr. Howe and Captain Houseman, of In- 
dian Key, in addition to four of our own, we stretched 
over to the main towards the smoke. When fairly dark, 
we closed in with the land, so as to be secure from ob- 
servation the next morning, with a hope that the In- 
dians might be travelling by water, and fall into our 
ambush. Waving waited till the day was considerably 
advanced, we moved cautiously along the coast, and 
presently descried a canoe containing two Indians, to 
which chase was given. ‘The Indians were enabled to 
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On the 2ist of October, after a severe beat against a 
N. E. gale, we reached Cape Florida; and the same 
night Lieutenant Smith started for the Miami, to inspect 
the late settlement at its mouth. He found no recent 
signs of Indians, but every thing had been demolished 
by them during the late season. On the ensuing night, 
Lieut. Waldron, with a stroug detachment, ascended 


settlements utterly destroyed, though not recently. On 
the 25th, Mr. Mallory explored the Little river, and 
walked over to the settlementon Arch creek, preparatory 
to a movement contemplated between those waters and 
the New river. Several rceonnoitring parties were 
also sent in charge of Midshipmen Woodhull, Brown, 
and Alexander. In short, so thorough an examination 
was given to this section, without finding other traces 
cf the Indians than the depredations of the last season, 
that I could not doubt that the Indians had evacuated the 
country. 

Our next movement was to endeayor to make a 
secret descent upon the New river country, where it 
was reported the Iadians were embodicd for the pur- 
pese of manufaegaring the arrow-root The arrange~ 
ment was to ascend the river Ratones toits head waters, 
and, with the marines of the expedition, march up on 
the New river, while Lieut. Smith would enter the river 
from the sea. In pursuance of this plan, we broke up 
our camp, and embarked at nine in the evening, and, by 
great labor at the oars, landed on the eastern bank of 
the Ratones, about twenty-five miles from the Cape, by 
ten next morning. No time waslost. Licut. Smith de- 
scended the river, and, with the marines under Lieut. 
Waldron, we strack into an old trail running to the New 
tiver. We encamped one night ia the woods, and the 
next morning resumed our march to the old, and now 
deserted, village of the Alabama Indians. We set fire 
to the remaining wigwams, and, proceeding on our 
march, before noon reached the New river, about eight 
miles below the everglades. On the 20th, Lieut. Smith 
joined us with the boats. He had ascended the river 
partly in the night, but had seen no indications of the 
presence of the enemy, nor were there any seen by us, 
with the exception of an occasional foot print of a strag- 
gling hunter. 

Having established our camp ina secure position on 
the left bank of the river, we ascended the western 
branch with all the boats. The plantations had been 
laid waste, and all the houses (save one, which was ri- 
fled, and seemed left by accidental extinetion of the fire, 
which they had kindled in the middle of the floor) burnt 
to the ground. We passed unmolested to the glades. 
On the ensuing day we ascended the northeastern branch 
of the New river to the Cypress swamp, near which I 
saw the continuation of the trail, which our guide, Wm. 
Cooley, Esq., informs me leads through the great swamp 
at the head of St. Lucie river to the nation. He fol- 
lowed the trail a considerable distance. 

Deeming it proper to reconnoitre as much of the coun- 
try as Jay within my reach, J despatched Lieut. Smith, 


rolong the chase to several miles, by keeping in shal-| with three barges, to the northward, with dircetions to 
ow water; but, finding the boats to close on them, at | penetrate the inlets as far as Indian river. Thus, 
our first shots they pushed their canoe ashore, and fled | should the Indians be embodied on the coast, we should 
into the swamps. At this instant we discovered the | not fail observing sigus of it. In the mean time, the 


camp of their companions, towards which they had led 
us to apprize them of theirdanger. We instantly made 
sail for them, but arrived too late to find the owners of 
the camp, and of three canoes which they had abandon- 
ed tous. The gang was encamped in a dry spot ina 
mangrove marsh; and the party which took the trail 
goon lost the track in an overflowed swamp. The piro- 
gues, fishing and other implements were destroyed. 
Having thus in part accomplished the object of our hasty 
visit, we returned to Indian Key, and resumed our 
course towards Cape Florida. 

The large boats in charge of Licutenant Smith took 
the outer passage, while the boats of Lieutenant Wal- 
dron, Midshipmen Woodhull and Brown, and Mr. Mal- 
lory (to whom I had given the command of the “ Sand- 
fly ’’)ran through the passage between Key Largo and 
the main land. A large bay makes on either side of a 
tongue of land, which, with the exception of a narrow 
cut some thirty feet in width, connects Key Largo with 
the continent. ‘Fhe western bay is filled with hundreds 
of islets, the group furnishing a retreat for Indians, which 
few could penetrate or discover. At ‘*Angel-fish creek,”’ 
we formed a junction with the other party, and then 
proceeded to our destination. 


four lightest boats being prepared for the occasion, tak- 
ing a scanty allowance of provision, that they might not 
be burdened, I started, in company with Dr. Hassler, 
Dr. Leitner, Mr. Mallory, Mr. Woodhull, and Mr. 
Hunter, for the Everglades. Mr. Cooley, an old resi- 


dent of the country, was our guide. We anchored our 


boats that night in the great iniand basin of South Flori- 
da, known as the Everglades. We had nowa night view 
of the coast that encircles the glades. Forests of pines 
and cypress enclosed us on one side like a black wall; 
while on the other, the grass. which covers the whole 
surface of this shallow lake, offered no obstruction to the 


eye as it wandered over the dreary waste. Here, on the 


main land, or on the islands in the glades, if there were 
Indians, so commanding was our position, that their fires 
would certainly have beenseen by us. With the dawn 
we pushed into the grassy sea before us, and endeavor- 
ed to approach an island seen in the distance. Several 
other islands were above the horizon as we progressed ; 
but the boats, although the smallest of our little fleet, 
could not near either of them. The matted saw-grass, 
which wounds like a razor, and the deep sluices, which 





intersect the glades, geet access to them on foot. 
I found it impracticable to navigate the glades, at this 
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stage of water, in keel boats, though no labor bad been 
spared ; and we reluctantly commenced our retarn to 
the camp. On the 6th November, Licut. Smith return- 
ed from the northern coast, having run into the Hillsbo- 
rouch and St. Lucie rivers and the inland passage to the 
Indian river. He had seen no fires or trails, or indeed 
other indications of the enemy. 

J have been thus particular in relation to our opera: 
tions on New river and the adjacent country, as it was 
the point to which you directed my aticntion, as a fa- 
vorite place of resort of the Southern Indians, and where 
they were reported to be in force. The arrow root 
abounds, and is, indeed, almost peculiar to this section 
of Florida. It is the bread, the chief sustenance of the 
Seminole Indian, and without which they might be 
starved. But the season had passed; they had made 
their harvest some months since, abandoned the country, 
and taken the field to carry on the war. 


Having satisfied myself that there was no body of In- 
dians in this section of Florida, on the Sth we put to sea, 
and proceeded south to Cape Sable. We landed on the 
hunting ground, aad sent out scouts, who could find no 
trace of ludians; endeavered to get into Black Casar’s 
ereck, which we could not effect ; run through the bay 
of islands mentioned above, and coasied along the main 
land towards Cape Sable. The larger boats could not 
get through this bay, and were therefore entrusted to 
Mr. Woodhull, with directions to meet me at Cape Sa- 
ble. The Washington would join me atthe same place. 
We found the coast of the continent a low, and, at high 
tide, an inundated shore, defended from the sea by a 
breastwork of tangled mangroves, nearly inaccessible. 
If it be inhabitable, it is barely possible to credit it. 
Ten miles from the eastern point of Cape Sable, we find 
the first sand beach. A strip of shelly land separates 
the sea from the evergiades ; and, from the appearance 
of the soil in this dry season, it must be inundated half 
the year. 

Having reached Cape Sable on the 15th, and found 
Captain Day and Mr. Woodhall faithful to the appoint- 
ment, we recruited our stock of provisions from the 
cutter, and sent out scouts to the distance of ten or 
twelve miles; but, finding nothing to detain us, we sail- 
ed on the 16th from Cape Sable for the Western coast. 
We ran along the coast for the most part in the night, 
looking into Marittce bay and Long river on the Iith. 
This is the real Shark river, there being nothing but 
small creeks between it and Cape Sable; and Long 
river does not deserve the name, being only an out- 
let for the waters of the everglades through as many 
mouths as there are islands, these being innumerable. 
We pulled with the oars full twenty miles on Long river 
and came out to sea a few miles from our starting point. 

The entire coast seems to be formed of a mass of 
mangrove islands, packed in upon each other, and sepa- 
rated from the water of the everglades by a lagoon, fresh 
or salt, by turns, as the tide or waters of the glades pre- 
vail. To Snake river it would be difficult to find an acre 
of dry land on which to eacamp. 

From the mouth of Snake river to Pavilion key, se- 
veral of these islands present a sandy beach, with here 
and there a patch of dry land ; and such, indeed, is the 
character of the coast as far as Cape Romain. The !n- 
dians who frequent this country are fishermen, and s.em 
to have left their usual haunts. At Owl key, at the 
mouth of Santa Maria river, we anchored to make a de- 
ecent upon a village said to be up the river. Dr. Leit- 
ner was our guide ; he had been to the village several 
years before. We found the river Santa Maria to be 
but a larger opening between the Mangrove islands. 
The source is a lagoon of the great oyster lake. In this 
lake is an island noted for its comparative fertility, 
which is called Caya Firma, because of its being high, 
dry land. Here was scarcely a vestige of the ancient 
village of Su-ka-lis-ka. 

Leaving Owl key on the evening of the 19th, we ran 
along the Mangroves at the bottom of Ponce de Leon’s 
bay, doubled Cape Romain with a fine breeze, and, ear- 
ly in the morning, anchored in the Caximbo river, where 
was once a settlement of Marcos Indians. 

We spent a week in the examination of the islands and 
numerous lagoons, to the distance of eighteen or more 
miles from our encampment. Mr. Charles Johnson en- 
gaged to show us the dwellings of the Indians ; but, af- 
ter a most laborious excursion through lagoons and 
swamps, where we sometimes cut a passage for the 





boats through the mangroves, we returned to the camp, 
unable to discover traces of Indians or their villages. 

On the 28th, we sailed for Synabell, touching on the 
intermediate coast and at Estera, and early the next 
morning anchored at the island of Synabell, Captain 
Day, of the Washington, and Licutenant MeNeill went 
into the mouth of Synabell river, and Janded at Punta 
Rassa and Estera. After suffering a short detention 
here from bad weather, we took the interior channel 
amongst the keys to Charlotte Harbor. ‘The boats were 
spread over the bay among the keys. All the old 
** Ranchos”? were visited, but they had becn abandoned, 
and for the most part, destroyed during the last season. 
We made our camp on the island of Josefa, in Charlotte 
Harbor, the evening of the 30th of November, and se- 
cured shelter against a gale from the north, which we 
had just escaped being exposed to, 

Several reasons now urged me to close the labors of 
this expedition, and return to Key West. The recent 
cold and stormy weather made apparent the yielding 
strength of several of our own people, which cheerfulucss 
and hearty zeal had hitherto concealed. Several of my 
boats began to leak too badly to be neglected any Jon- 
ger. ‘Ihe Indians were as yet evidently in their hunt- 
ing grounds or at the seat of war. I had gone already 
beyond my instructions, though not beyond the wishes 
of my commander, and my provisions admonished me to 
decide quickly. J had besides a long sea voyage for open 
boats before me. I concluded therefore to conduct the 
expedition back without delay. 

On the 2d of December we made sail for the south, 
and, after a cruise of more than a thousand miles upon the 
coast of Florida, arrived safely at Key West on the 8th 
of December. 

I cannot conclude my report of the expedition with- 
out expressing the gratification I feel at the recollection 
of the zeal and intelligence which marked the conduct 
of the officers associated with me, and to the marines 
and seamen my respect is duc, as well as thanks, for the 
spirit which they displayed during the two menths spent 
upon the coast of Florida. ‘To Doetor Leitner and Mr. 
Mallory (gentlemen mentioned above as volunteers) I 
am under many obligations. They not only volunteered 
but rendered valuable service. To Captain Day and 
Lieuts. Childs and Clarke, and Mr. Juhuson, of the Re- 
venue Cutter Washington, I would tender my thanks for 
their zealous co-operation in the expedition. 

All which is repectfully submitted. 

L. M. POWELL. 
Tuomas Cranp, Esq., 
Commanding U.S. ship Vandalia. 
From the National Intelligencer. 
THE EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 

We have been favored by a gentleman, to whom it 
was written, with permission to publish the following 
Letter from an inteliigent gentleman who will accom- 
pany Com. Jonrs, on the South Sea Expedition. 


Hampton Roaps, May 7, 1837. 

My Dear Sir: Our little squadron, consisting of 
the auxiliary vessels of the Surveying and Exploring 
Expedition, is at anchor in these Roads. ‘The sig- 
nal is displayed that * the fleet is under sailing orders,”’ 
and we are momentarily expecting to get under 
way. I cannot say much for the appearance of the 
squadron. Our flag ship, the Renier, which bears 
the broad pennant of Commodore Jones, is certainly 
a fine ship, as gallant and noble im her bearing as one 
of our sloops of war; but the others, whatever may 
be their good qualities, have but little personal beauty 
to recommend them. You no doubt recollect that the 
PIonEER, one of the two barques built at the North 
last summer for the expedition, was the vessel which 
conveyed General Santa Anna, the President of 
Mexico, to Vera Cruz, in January last. Upon her 
return, Capt. TAatTrnat, (than whom by the by, 
there is not a betterseaman or more accomplished of- 
ficer in the navy) made rather unfavorable reports of 
her sailing qualities ; so much so, indeed, that a sur- 
vey being lately held, the present cruise was directed 
to be made in order to test the qualities of all the 
auxiliary vessels, and to ascertain, as far as possible, 
their fitness and capability to meet the dangers of the 
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ice-bound regions of the polar seas. Asa sea boat! 


in stormy weather, and on ocean water, the PIONEER 
is highly approved; but in Jight winds and shovt| 
head seas, she answered her helin so poorly and pitch- | 
ed so much, as to be greatly complained of. ‘The 
Consort, the other barque, was originally as like | 
the Pronecer as atwin sister; but she has undergone | 
some change in order to ascertain what effect altera- 
tions in her stowage and masting may have on her 
working and sailing. ‘he Pronrer goes out in her 
original trim, with a stock of provisions equal to fif- 
teen months’ supply for her complement of men, 
which is sixty-three, all told. She is divested of the 
extra armament of four guns and thirty men, which 
was put on board of her for the protection of Santa 
Awna, and which, it is thought by many, materially 
operated to produce the effects complained of. Atali 
events, this experimental cruise is judicious, and al- 
fords evidence of a disposition to make the expedi- 
tion efficient. 

This is as it should be; for the public attention, 
both at home and abroad, has been too much awakened, 
to suffer any abatement now in proper and timely ex- 
ertion. Every thing should be done to send forth the 
expedition in a manner worthy of the country, and 
commensurate with the great scientific and mercan- 
tile objects sought to be attained. The expedition 
has been approved by the people of the States gene- 
rally, as wellin the interior as on the seaboard, and 
all that is now necessay is, to carry into effect the 
liberal spirit with which it was authorized by Con- 

ress. I have no doubt this will bedone. ButI will 
dwell upon the subject no further. We had a slight 
fall of rain last night,and some gusty squalls; but 
the sun rose beautifully this morning, and now gleams 
brightly on the blue waters around us. It is a perfect 
calm, and not a single ripple breaks upon the white 
sand-beach which horizons our roadstead; there is 
not air enough stirring even to display *‘ the stars and 
stripes” from the flag-staff on the battlements of 
Fortress Monroe, distance only two or three miles; 
and our vessel is mirrored in the smooth, clear waters 
with such distinctness as to give not only her outlines, 
but her very portraiture, with all the minute tracery 
of her spars. But yonder isa thing of life: itisa 
beautiful steamer. How gallantly she is bearing 
down—dashing aside the blue waters with her glow- 
ing prow—flinging the glittering spray high in air, 
and leaving a long white wake, whose snowy foam 
sparkles with arainbow beauty. But, as the stranger 
comes in her pride and beauty, she seems to have ex- 
ercised a magical influence over the very elements. 
The pennant at the mast-head begins to flutter—the 
breeze is coming. Even while I write, a signal goes 
aloft: it isto “‘prepare to weigh.”? Ordersare rapidly, 
but distinctly, given on each of our vessels ; the boat- 
swain’s shrill whistle calls promptly to duty; the of- 
ficers and crew are at their several stations—some are 
at the windlass, ready to heave the anchor; others 
are stretching out on the yards, ready to let fall the 
sails; the pilot is at the helm; the first lieutenant 
stands on the quarter-deck with trumpet in hand; the 
next moment, and the word may be given—we shall 
soon be under sail, 

« O’er the glad waters of the dark blue sea.”’ 


The boat which is to take our letters is just about 
to put off; 1 have only time to say farewell, and, in 
that word, to wish you aspeedy recovery, a restora- 
tion to health, and the enjoyment of every happiness. 
Yours, truly. . 


} 
| 
| 





We understand that the United States Revenue 
Cutter Alert, Captain Bicker, is under the order of 
Captains Kearny. Sloat and Perry, for surveying the 
harbor of New York, for location of light houses. 
beacons, and float lights at Robbins’ Reef, Romer’s 
Shoal and Flinn’s Knoll, and floating light at sea — 





New York Times. 











From the New York American, 
Proposep Dinner To GeneRAL Scott.—At a 
mneeting ou the Sth inst. of the subscribers to the din- 
ner proposed to be given to General Scott, CornELIUS 
W. LAWRENCE being called to the Chair, and Jas. 
G. Kine named as Secretary, the following letter 
from Gen. Scott was read: 
New York, May 4, 1837. 

GENTLEMEN: Early last month | accepted the in- 
vitation to a public dinner, which you and other 
friends did me the honor to tender me. In afew days, 
the embarrassments of this great emporium became 
such, that I begged that the compliment might be in- 
definitely postponed. You, however, were so kind 
as to hold me to my engagement, and to appoint a 
day for the wneeting, which is now near at hand. In 
the mean time, the difficulties in the commercial 
world have gone on augmenting, and many of my 
friends and friends’ friends, here and elsewhere, have 
been whelmedander the general calamity of the times. 

Feeling deeply for the losses and anxieties of all, 
no public honor could now be enjoyed by me. I 
must, therefore, under the circumstances, positively, 
but most respectfully, withdraw my acceptance of 
your invitation. 

Ihave the honor to remain, gentlemen, with the 
greatest esteem, your friend and servant, 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 
To Messrs. Philip Hone, Cornelius W. Lawrence, 

Aug. Fleming, Chas. King, Daniel Jackson, Chas. 

A. Davis, Jacob P. Giraud, J. W. Webb, Wm. 

M. Price, Edward Curtis. 

Whereupon it was Resolved, That in the above de- 
cision of Gen. Scott to withdraw, for the reasons as- 
signed, his acceptance of the public dinner designed 
to testify our high appreciation both of his private 
and public character, we find new evidence of his 
sympathy with all that regards the public welfare, 
and of his habitual oblivion of self where the feelings 
and interests of others are concerned. 

Resolved, That we rejoice with the joy of friends 
in the result so honorable to Gen. Scott, of the recent 
Court of Inquiry, instituted to invstigate his military 
conduct as Commander-in-Chief in Alabama and 
Tiorida, and that the President of the U. 8. in ap- 
proving their proceedings, acted in gratifying unison 
with the general sentiment of the nation. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be trans- 
mitted by the Chairman to General Scott, and that 
ON et with the letter of that officer, be pub- 
lished. 

Cornetius W. LAwReENcE, Ch’n. 

Jas. G. Kine, Secretary. 





Fort Correr, April 4, 1837.—The steamboat 
Revenue arrived at this place on the 28th, ult. bring- 
ing into their new country 466 CHEROKEES, a part 
of whom landed a few miles above Fort Smith, with 
a view to settle in that part of the nation; the re- 
mainder of them, about 300 in number, landed at this 
place. They have, since their removal, received 
inoney from the officers of the Government, in heu of 
subsistence for one year, which the Government of 
the United States is required to give them, on arriv- 
ing in their new country. They are all in good 
health and apparent good spirits, and have, for the 
most part, removed to positions back froin the river, 
which they have located with a view to a permanent 
residence. 





The Mobile Register of the 2d instant says that the 
United States Transport schr. Motto, Captain Arm- 
strong, arrived at Pensacola on the 28th April, from 
Tampa Bay, from which place she sailed on the pre- 
ceding Saturday, the 22d. The principal Chiefs of 


the Seminoles, Micanopy, Jumper, Cloud, &c. were 
still there. The other Indians were coming in slowly. 
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They, however, generally come in without their arms 
and go away again under pretence of hunting their 
cattle, &c. It was understood before the Motto sailed 
that Oceola had sent word that if he could be assured 
that Jumper had signed the treaty, he would come in. 
The probability at present is, that General Jesup 
will not be able to embark the Indians before the 10th 
of next month, if so early. 





From the Charleston Courier, May 5. 
LATEST FROM FLORIDA. 

Extract from a letter received in this city yesterday, 
from an officer of the army, just arrived from Tampa 
Bay, dated 

Brack Creek, 27th April, 1837. 
The Indians are coming in as fast as can be ex- 


pected, and I am fully satisfied that all is going on | 


admirably. Large numbers of cattle, horses, &c. 
have been brought in and bought by the Quartermas. 
ter’s department. The order of the 5th inst. (Gen. 
Jesup’s,) and which appears to have caused some 
excitement, was highly necessary, and of this I was 
enabled to judge from being on the spot. Gen Jesup 
deserves great credit for the manner he has conducted 
the campaign, and has acted throughout with the 
greatest delicacy and discretion. The Floridians 
ought, of all others, to thank him. 





ATneEns, (Tenn.) Arrir 26. 


ReFuGer Creexs.— Many of the Creek Indians 
having taken refuge among the Cherokees, the vol- 
unteers now under command of Gen. Wool have been 
some time engaged in capturing and collecting them, 
preparatory to their emigration to the West. Somme 


ninety odd passed through this place last week, un- | 


der the superintendence of Lieut. Day. A letter from 
Col. Byrd, dated at Valley river, 15th inst., informs 
us that this company were all arrested in five days, 
by the volunteers under his command, without acci- 
dents or injury, though, in many instances, the In- 
dians manifested feelings of hostility. Col. Byrd 
speaks in the highest terms of the prompt, decisive 
and prudent conduct of the volunteers engaged in 
this business. 

A letter from Major Lyon, Aid to Gen. Wool, da- 
ted New Echota, 19th April, informs us that there 
have been some three hundred of these Creeks col- 
lected at various points in the Cherokee country. 
Both Col. Byrd and Major Lyon represented them as 
being found in a most destitute and wretched condi- 
tion. Many of those captured by Col. Byrd had sub- 
sisted for several days on the sap of the timber.— 
Journal. 





SavannaH, May 6.—The Tallahassee Watchman, 
of the 29th ult. has the following— We have news 
from the army as late as the 12th inst. of an authen- 
tic character. Things were going on tardily, but 
smoothly. Nearly all of the chiefs, and most of their 
peegte, ad arrived in the neighborhood of Tampa 

ay, and were collecting their ponies and cattle, 
with their characteristic industry. 

«The Steamboat Merchant, and about 20 sail of 
vessels were in readness to transport them to New 
Orleans, and the first detachment was to have sailed 
in a few days.” 





The U. S. ship Relief, Lt. Com. Dornin, bearing 
the broad pendant of Com. Jones ; barques Pioneer:, 
Lt. Com. Tatnall, Consort, Lt. Com. Glynn, and scbr. 
Pilot, Lt. Com. Morris, of the exploring expedition, 
will sail on an experimental cruize in the course of a 
few days. They are bonnd to the southward, and will 
probably touch at Charleston. They will be absent 
three or four weeks. The Consort has dropped down 
to Hampton Roads. Com. Jones will accompany the 
expedition. 
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IMPKOVEMENT OF THE Onto.—The Pittsburgh 
|} Commercial Bulletin of the 6th inst. says: The 
| United States Engineers, charged with the improve- 
, ments of the Ohioriver, between this city and Louis- 
ville, are actively engaged in directing operations for 
clearing the channel ol obstructions in the neighbor- 
| hood of Brown’s Island, a short distance below this 
port. Our information is derived froin pilots, who 
have witnessed the labors of the force employed in 
blasting rocks, and in constructing wing dams to af- 
ford asafe and convenientdepth of water in the chan- 
nel for boats of light draught during the season of 
low water. And those experienced navigators upon 
our inland waters assure us that, so far as the engi- 
neers progressed, the improvements are of the first 
importance to the river trade. Every formidable 
rock and snag found in the main channel, between 
Steubenville and this place, has been removed, and 
it is expected the entire line of river improvements 
to Louisville will be completed during the summer.” 





Brack Rock Dam.-—We published some time since 
the resolution which passed the United States Senate 
at the late session, requesting the President to ascer- 
tain during the recess of Congress, whether the works 
at Black Rock raise the waters of Lake Erie, to the 
injury of property on its southern and western shores. 
This resolution, says the Dunkirk Beacon, has been 
referred by the President to the Engineer Depart- 
ment, and the Chief Engineer has requested Capt A. 
Talcott, i. H. Courtenay, and T.S. Brown, Esqrs, 
Civil Engineers, to undertake the investigation of this 
important subject, and to report their opinion there- 


on.— Buffalo Journal. 





ApPpoINTMENT.—T. S. Brown, late of the U. S. 
Army, has been appointed General Superintendent of 
Public Works, at the harbours of Erie, Dunkirk, Buf. 
| falo and Black Rock.—Ibid. 





A PULL ALTOGETHER.—The good hearted Lake 
tars have recently held a meeting at Buffalo, to con- 
cert measures to keep their respective ships well rig- 
ged and trim. We append some short yarns adopted 
by the meeting. 

‘*‘Resolved, That no seaman is to work on the Sab- 
bath, when his vessel is in a sufficient and good har- 
bor, so that men may have an opportunity of going to 
what church, or place of worship, their conscience 
may dictate. 

Resolved, That each seaman belonging to the sea- 
men’s club, will pay 20 cents for every 4 dollars that 
he receives of wages, for the benefit of such as may be 
taken sick by the will of Providence, such as ague, 
fever, or a fall on board of his vessel, so that he may 
be hindered from his work. 

Resolved, That no man is to get any allowance out 
of said fund, who brings sickness on himself by drunk- 
enness or bad company.” 

Tue ReveNnvE Cutter Woopsury.—The U.S. 
Revenue Cutter, bearing the name of the present Se- 
cretary of the Treasury has just been fitted out on 
Fell’s Point, and will make sail in a few days for her 
station, This vessel is under the command of Captain 
Green, » id may serve as a fair specimen of Baltimore 
built vessels: the draft and mechanical execution is b 
Levin H. Dunkin, who for neatness and durability, is 
not surpassed by any we know.—Baltimore Express. 





ANOTHER New RiFie.—A new rifle has been in- 
vented in New Hampshire, called, ‘«Whittier’s Spiral 
Revolving Rifle,” which is said to rival Cochian’s 
| celebrated rifle. The cylinder revolves below the ri- 
fle, and not above it, as in Cochran’s, and turns in a 
perpendicular instead of a horizontal direction. It 
can also make its discharges more rapidfy than Coch- 
ran’s, and with greater safety to the person using it,— 
Hanpshire Gazette. 
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ARRIVAL OF THE JOHN ApaMs.—The U. S. ship 
John Adams, 8. H. StrincHaM, Esq. commander, 
arrived at the port of New York, on Friday afternoon. | 
She left Mahon on the 6th of March, touched at and 
sailed from Gibraltar on the 17th; touched at and sail- 
ed from St. Thomas the 24th April. Officers and crew 
all well. Left at Mahon, the Constitution, Captain 
Boerum, (flag of Com. Elliott); United States, Capt. 
Wilkinson, and sehr. Shark, Lieut. Commandant G. 
IF. Pearson. 


List of officers.—S. H. Stringham, Commander. Cad- 
walader Ringgold, I. S. Sterett, C. W. Chauncey, 
W. P.Griffin, (Acting) Lieutenants. J. B. Marchand, 
Passed Midshipman, Acting Muster. B. R. Tinslar, 
Surgeon. D. M. F. Thornton, Purser. J. E. Brown, 
Passed Midshipman. Midshipmen 8. F. Blunt, M. 
C. Marine, C. R. Howard, J.8. Guthrie, F. A. Bacon, 
W. Ronckendorff, J. E. Dunean, H. L. Chipman, W. 
C. Brashears, 8. Smith. Daniel Lambert, boatswain. 
A. Russell, gunner. George Thomas, sailmaker. J. 
Storer, canpenter. Passengers (invalids,) Lt. Hurst_| 
late master of frigate United States; Lieut. Jabez ¢. 
Rich, of marines, Constitution; J. W. Revere, Passed 
Midshipman, of do; Lieut. H. Wescott, (invalid) late | 
of frigate United States, died 6 days out from Gibral- 
tar. 








Pensacota, April 29.—The U.S. sloop of war 
St. Louis, arrived here on Wednesday last from a 
cruize amongst the Windward Islands, last from 
Havana. She has been absent nearly four months. 
The following is a list of her officers : 


Thomas Paine Commander; Lieut’s. J. H. Ward, 
J. K. Mitchell, J. F. Schenck, J. M. Gardner; Sail- 
ing Maste:,G. R.Gray ; Surgeon D. 8. Edwards, 4ss"i 
do. G. W. Evans ; Midshipmen, J. A. Doyle, J. C. 
Williamson, W.H. Adams, W. R. M’Kinney, M’- 
Kean Buchanan, jun. acting ; Captain’s Clerk, W. P. 
Moran ; Acting Boatswain, J. Mersy; Gunner, C. 
Wade ; Acting Suilmaker J. Burdine; Purser Stew- 
ard, M. W. Aylwin. 

In our Naval news last week, we were mistaken in 
saying, there had been disturbances among the blacks | 
at Port au Prince. There had been some little disaf- 
fection at Cape Hayti, but none of much conse- 
quence.— Gazelle. 





OFFICERS OF THE U. S. scHooNER SHARK, now 
in the Mediteranean.—G. F. Pearson, Lieut. Com- 
manding ; H. H. Rhodes, Liewt.; H. A. Steele, dct- 
ing Lieut. ; Jno. C. Holland, cting Purser ; Bush- 
rod W. Hunter, Acting Master ; D. Egbert, Passed 
Assistant Surgeon; Charles Steedman, Montgomery 
Lewis, Jame3 W. Cooke, Passed Midshipmen ; How- 
ard Tillotson, Midshipman ; Joseph Hoban, Captain’s 
Clerk ; C. L. Wood, Acting Boatswain; James 
Tuttle, Sailmaker; James Van Cott, Carpenter ; 
James Evans, Purser’s Steward, 














FOREIGN MISCELLANY. 





FRENCH ExpiorinG Exrepitrons.—Our readers 
will recollect that we gave two or three weeks since, 
some account of two expeditions fitted out, one from 
Brest and the other from Toulon, to prosecute voya- 
ges round the world, in opposite directions. Those 
vessels, the frigates Venus and Artemise, had «already 
sailed, and with the Bonite, which departed from 
Toulon about a year since, on a similar enterprize, 
constituted three distinet exploring squadrons, al- 
ready afloat for the prosecution of science, and the 


part in September next, on a three years’ voyage of 
pure exploration. ‘This is to consist of the corvette 

Astrolabe, commanded by Captain Dum ont Durville, 

under whose direction the preparations are to be 

made, and of the tender Zelee, Captain Jacquinot, 

which goes out in the capacity ofa storeship. Dur- 

ville will, it is asserted, push his researches beyona 

all the bounds of former explorations, beyond the 

limits of the known world, and seek a pacific sea, 

and coasts of unknown lands, beyord the icy girdle 
in the southern hemisphere. On arriving at this gir- 

dle, the consort vessel will leave her principal, to re- 

turn with documents and collections to France, and 

the Astrolabe, with her intrepid commander, will 

prosecute her daring enterprize. The Debats justly 

compliments the Minister of Marine on his liberal 

conduct in these matters, tending so directly to en- 

rich the domain of science—to make known the na- 

tional flag on distant shores—to employ the naval re- 
sources on uselyl enterprizes, and to extend the bless- 
ings of civilization, while it calls forth the energies 
of officers and seamen, which might otherwise lan- 
guish inidleness at home. ‘The navy,” it remarks, 
**js destined to be eminently instrumental in the hu- 
mane improvements of the age.” It is not improba- 
ble that the strong representations and effective argu- 
ments in Congress and elsewhere, which resulted in 

the determination of our government to enter on this 
same honorable career, may have stimulated that of 
our ancient ally to redoubled vigor. However this 
may be, we feel no apprehension that the sons of 
those sires who stood shoulder to shoulder on the re- 
doubts of Yorktown, amidst the storms and tempests 
of battle, will not with equal cordiality greet and 
commend each other’s daring in those bloodless con- 
quests which they severally seek along the barriers of 
ice, and amid the storms of antarctic seas. The ar- 
dor manifested by many of our officers, seamen and 
others, to participate in the first American expedition, 
isa pledge that no ideaof being ‘*second_ best” in 
this honorable rivalry, has entered into their caleula- 
tions. Liberal hands and generous hearts have‘thus 
far awarded the means, and we see no reason to 
doubt that, if the same liberal feeling extend through 
all the arrangements, the nation will find ample cause 
to congratulate itself on the result, whatever compe- 
titors may be found on the field of exploration.— 
Pennsylvanian, 





CAST-IRON v. BRASS GuNs.—Captain Thiery in his 
late publication «On the Advantages of Cast-Iron 
Cannon,” quotes a report which has recently been 
made to the Minister of War on several branches of 
the British artillery ; and from this report we extract 
the subsequent passages —* The first siege of Badajos 
by the English, being attempted with forty bronze 
cannon, of Portuguese construction, the whole were 
rendered unserviceable in a very short space of time, 
though loaded with powder not more than one-third 
of the weight of the balls, and discharged at the mode- 
rate rate of once only in eight minutes: the siege mis- 
carried, The English attributed the quick deteriora- 
tion of the cannon to the strength of their powder, and 
consequently determined to have no parks but such as 
were composed of cast-iron cannon from England.— 
The latter was the description of artillery which they 
employed when they attacked Cindad Rodrigo, in the 
January following. They established their batteries 
at a distance of about 450 yards (500 metres) from the 
escarp, and fired upon it incessantly, until they had 
opened two practicable breaches; this they effected in 
two-and thirty hours and a half’s firing, and they car- 
ried the place in five days. There was not a single 
cannon which burst or suffered injury, though each 
was fired a very considerable number of times in con- 








| sacs meter of commerce in distant seas. We now 
ave to add that by the Journal des Debats of the 18th 


of March, wé perceive a fourth expedition, intended } 


to effect something more than a mere cireumnayiga- 


tion of the globe, is announced as preparing to de-} 


stant succession. The siege of Badajos was resumed 


‘a second time, and the breaching batteries were esta- 
iblished at about 710 yards’ distance (650 metres.) 
The number of cannon brought to bear was sixteen 
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24-pounders, twenty-four 18-pounders, and six mor- 


tars, of five inches and a half diameter. The attack 
began on the 30th March, and by the sixth of April 
three practicable breaches were efiected: that in the 
curtain was forty feet broad; that on the flank ninety 
feet; and the third, which was on the face of the bas- 
tion, was 150 feet. The number of hours’ firing was 
104, and the number of projectiles discharged 35,246. 
The results were the same during this siege as at the 
siege of Ciudad Rodrigo; not a single cannon burst, or 
became unserviceable, though the 24-pounders were 
fired in succession at the rate of 1249 discharges each. 

“The siege of St. Sebastian affords a third instance 
of the extreme endurance of English cast-iron cannon. 
The breaching batteries, which were established at a 
distance of about 660 yards (600 métres) from the place 
opened a breach 100 feet broad in the escarp against 
which they were directed, and it was rendered practi- 
cable on the third day after the firing was first opened. 
The batteries were composed of thirty-four cannon, of 
which twenty were 24-pounders. ‘The same batteries 
being opened the next morning to make a second 
breach, effected one of thirty feet in breadth, after 
fifteen hours and a half’s firing. During this interval 
each cannon discharged from 300 to 350 balls, with- 
out being injured. Had it been required to produce 
the same result with brass cannon, three times as ma- 
ny cannon would have been necessary, supposing the 
ordinary rate of firing to have been observed. During 
this siege, which was twice resumed, several of the 

ieces withstood the discharge of upwards of 9,000 
Pals, in uninterrupted succession, without experienc- 
ing any material damage. Their fire was so accurate at 
the last attack, that they were employed in throwing 
Shrapnell shells, filled with powder and balls, over 
the heads of the besiegers, for the purpose of driving 
away the besieged who lined the top of the breach. 
It was one of these shells which set fire to a quantity 
of obusses and bombs that stood on the rampart and 
occasioned an explosion, which created so much con- 
fusion in the place as to produce its fall. ” 

Captain Thiery remarks that France is greatly be- 
hindhand with other States in Europe, which have 
adopted the use of the cast-iron cannon for all pieces 
of large calibre, in common with the English. The 
Swedes have even adopted them for their field- pieces; 
and Prussia in particular uses no others in any forti- 
fied town. He adds, “if the English may be credit- 
ed, their cast-iron cannon would support a discharge 
of 400 or 500 balls in four-and-twenty hours, without 
being injured by it.” 





ARMY. 





SPECIAL ORDER. 

May 10—Lieut. G. H. Talcott, 3d Arty. relieved from 
Recruiting service, and assigned to duty in the Ord- 
nance department. 

Two companies of the garrison at Fort Howard, (5th 
infy.) ordered to Fort Winnebago. 


OFFICIAL. 
HEAD QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 


ApDJUTANT GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
May 11th, 1837. 


Memorandum.—So much of the 24th paragraph of 
the general Regulations under the Head of Sub- 
sistence Department, article 47, as renders it neces- 
sary that the Issues to Hospitals, shall be approved 
by the Commanding officer, is, by order of the Secre- 
tary of War, rescinded. The Returns will be signed 
by the Surgeon, or Assistant Surgeon, of the regular 
army having charge of the Hospital. The words in 


the 2d line of paragraph 24, ‘and approved by the 
Commanding officer,’ will, therefore, be stricken out 
of the Regulations. 


R. JONES, Adj’t General. 








NAVY. 
ORDERS, 
May 2—Assistant Surgeon G. W. Peete, Navy Yard, 


Norfolk. 

3—P. Mid. S. W. Wilkinson, Navy Yard, Pen- 
sacola. 

Mid. L. Maynard, Naval school, New York. 
5—Lt. J. Stallings detached from Schr. Grampus, 

P. Mid. H. J. Paul, W. I. Squadron. 

Lt. W. D. Newman command of schr. Pilot. * 
8—Lt. J. S. Missroon, Navy Yard, New York. 
Mid. H. P. Robertson, Naval school, Norfolk. 
Leave of absence for three months granted to 
all the officers who returned in the John Adams. 
Surgeon R. J. Dodd, Rendezvous, Boston, 
vice J. S. Wily, relieved at his own request, 
P, Mid. F. Bartlett, Ree’g ship, Boston. 

Mid. E. Donaldson, Rece’g ship, Baltimore. 


9 





ExpiLorinc Expepition.—Assistant Surgeons C. F. 
B. Guillou, J. J. Abernethy, J. S. Messersmith, Mid. 
C. R. Smith. 








MARRIAGES. 


In New Ipswich, N.H., on the 27th ult., Lieut. 
JAMES F, MILLER, of the U.S. navy, to Miss EMILY 
daughter of Timoruy Fox, Esq. 

At Fort Monroe, Licut. JOSEPH R. ANDERSON, 
v- S.A. toSARAHE. daughter of Dr. Ropert Arcuer, 
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DEATHS. 








In Albemarle county, Va., on Wednesday evening, 
the 3d inst., of pleurisy, Lieut. JOHN A. CARR, of 
the U. S. Navy—a gentleman of great professional and 
social worth. 

At Naugatuck, Conn., onthe 29th ult. Caro.inge 
Frances FANNING, aged three years, only remaining 
child of Lieut. Col. Fannina, of the U. S. Army. 
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Navy Commissioners’ Orrice,? « 
18th March, 1837. : 
IVE OAK TIMBER.—Sealed proposals will be 
received at this offiee until three o’clock, p- m. 
of the first day of July next, for the supply of Live Oak 
Timber, as follows : 

No. 1. For the frame timber, beam and keelson pie- 
ees, and for the promiscuous timber which may be di- 
rected, for one ship of the line, one frigate, two sloops 
of war, (one of each class,) and one smaller vessel ; to 
be delivered at the Navy Yard near Portsmouth, N. H. 

No. 2. For the frame timber, beam and keelson pie- 
ces, and for the promiscuous timber, which may be di- 
rected, for one ship of the line, one frigate, and one 
steamers; to be delivered at the Navy Yard at Charles- 
town, Mass. 

No. 3. For the frame timber, beam and keelson pie- 
ces, and for the promiscuous timber which may be di- 
rected, for one ship of the line, one sloop of war, large 
class, one small vessel, and one steamer; to be deliver- 
edat the Navy Yard, Charlestown, Mass. 

No. 4. For the frame timber, beam arid keelson pie- 
ces, and for the promiscuous timber which may be di 
rected for one ship of the line, one frigate, and one 
steamer ; to be delivered at the Navy Yard, Brooklyn, 
New York. . 

No. 5. For the frame timber, beam and keelson pie: 
ces, and for the promiscuous timber which may be di- 
rected, for one ship of the line, one sloop of war, large 
class, and one steamer; to be delivered at the Navy 
Yard, Brooklyn, New York. 

No. 6. For the frame timber, beam and keelson pieces, 
and for the promiscuous timber, which may be directed, 
for two sloops of war, large class, and two steamers; to 
be delivered at the Navy Yard at Philadelphia. 

The quantity and dimensions of the promiscuous tim- 
ber for each vessel, of each class, is as follows: 

For each ship of the line 6,000 cubic feet ; which must 
be sided 15 inches, and be from 12 to 20 feet in length, 
six of the longest pieces to side 22 inches. 

For each frigate, 3,000 cubic fect, which must be sided 
15 inches, and be from 12 to 20 feet long, six of the long- 
est pieces to side 19 inches. 
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For each sloop of war, 1,500 cubic feet, which must be 
sided 12 inches, and be from 12 to 18 feet long; six of 
the longest pieces to side 16 inches. t 

For each sleamer, 1,500 cubic feet, which must be | 
sided 15 inches, and be from 12 to 13 feet long; six | 
of the longest pieces to side 16 inches. 

For each small vessel, S00 cubie feet, which must be 
rided 8 inches, and he from 10 to 16 feet long, six of the | 
longest pieces to side 12 1-2 inches. 

A part of the promiscuous timber may be got to larger | 
dimensions, provided the pieces will answer for re- | 
placing defective hawse pieces, transoms, breast hooks, | 
or other valuable pieces. 

Separate offers must be made for each of the preceding 
numbers, aud cach offer must embrace all the timber that 
is called for by the number to which it refers ; the pri- | 
ces asked per cubic foot must be stated separately for | 
each and every class of vessels embraced in the offer, and 
for the promiscuous timber of each class separately from 
the other; all of which other is considered moulded 
timber. 

At least one fourth of the whole quantity of timber | 
embraced in each offer, comprising a fair proportion of 
the most valuable pieces, must be delivered on or before 
the last of March, 1839; one half of the remainder on or 
before the last of March, 1340, and the whole quantity 
on or before the last of March, 1341; and if the above 
proportions shall not be delivered at the repective times | 
above specified, the Commissioners of the Navy reserve | 
to themselves the right of cancelling any contract, in the | 
execution of which such failure may occur, and of enter- | 
ing into new contracts, ho'ding the original contractors | 
and their sureties liable for any excess of cost, and other | 
damages, which may be thus incurred. 

The said live oak timber must have grown within | 
twenty-five miles of the seaboard, (which must be pro- | 
ven to the satisfaction of the respective Commandants,) | 
must be got out by the moulds and written directions, | 
and specifications of dimensions, &c, which will be fur- | 
nished to the contractors for their government, and | 
must be free from allinjuries and defects which may im- 
pair the good qualities of the said timber for the purposes 
for which it is required by contract, and be in all res- 
pects satisfactory to the Commandants of the respective 
navy yards where it is delivered. 

Bonds, with two good and responsible sureties (whose 
names must be forwarded with the offers) inthe amount 
of one-third the estimated value of the timber to be fur- 
nished under the respective contracts, will be required ; 
and, as collateral security for the faithful compliance 
with the terms, stipulations, and conditions of the 
said contracts, ten per centum will be reserved from 
the actual amount of each payment which may be made 
from time to time, within thirty days after bills shall be 
duly approved and presented to the Navy Agent, until 
the said contracts are completed and closed ; which re- 
servations, respectively, will be forfeited to the use 
aud benefit of the United States, in the event of the 
failures to deliver the timber within the respective 
periods prescribed. 

The moulds will be furnished to the contractors at 
one of the Navy Yards, Brooklyn, Gosport, or Phila- 
delphia. March 23—tJ15, 

Navy ComMMIssSiONeERS’ OFrFice, ? 
April 24, 1837. 

EALED PROPOSALS for the supply of the Live 
S Oak frame timber, and Live Oak beams and keel- 
sor: timber, and promiscuous timber, for one Frigate, to 
be delivered at the Navy Yard, Gosport, Va. will be 
received until 3 o’clock P. M. of the first of July next, 
under the advertisement of 18th March last, in addition 
to the other timber therein specified, and subject to all 
the provisions of that advertisement, which requests 
proposals until the Ist day of July next. 

April27—tl5J 
FQN XAMINATION OF MIDSHIPMEN.—A Board tor 

the examination of Midshipmen, whose warrants 
bear date prior to the Ist of January, 1832, will be con- 
vened at Baltimore, on Monday, the 22d day of May 
next. 

It is expected that all Midshipmen who may be en 
titled to examination under the regulations of the De- 
partment, will attend at the above mentioned time aud 
place, and report to Commodore James Biddle, Presi 
dent of the Board. MAHLON DICKERSON. 

Navy DeparRTMENT, April 13, 1837. 

April 20—122M. 
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Navy Commissioners’ Orricer. 
March 13, 1837. 

IVE OAK TIMBER.—Sealed offers, endorsed * Of- 
BA fers for Live Oak for smal! vessels,” will be re- 
ceived at this otfice until 3 o'clock, P.M. of the first 
day of June next, for the supply of Live Oak Timber 
as follows, viz: 

No. 1. For the frame timber and keelson pieces, and 
the promiscuous timber for one sloop of war, (small 
clasS,) to be deiivered at the Navy Yurd, Charlestown, 
McSsachusetts. 

No. 2. For the frame timber, keelson pieces, and the 
promiscuous timber, for one sloop of war, ( small class,) 
and one smaller vessel, to be delivered at the Navy 
Yard, Brooklyn, New York. 

No. 3. For the frame timber, keelson pieces, and the 
promiscuous timber, for one small vessel, to be delivered 
at the Navy Yard, Philadelphia. 

No. 4. For the frame timber, keelson pieces, and 
promiscuous timber, for one sloop of war, ( small class, ) 
tobe delivered at the Navy Yard, Washington, Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

No. 5. For theframe timber, keelson picees, and pro- 
miscuous timber, for one sloop of war, (small! class, ) 
to bedelivered at the Navy Yard, Gosport, Virginia. 

The quantity and dimensions of the promiscuous tim- 
ber, for each vessel of each class, is as follows: 

For each sloop of war, 1,500 cubic feet, which must 
be sided twelve inches, and be from twelve to eighteen 
feet long; six of the longest pieces to side sixteen in- 
ches. 

For cach small vesse}, 800 cubic feet, which must be 
sided cight inches, and be from ten to sixteen feet long ; 
six of the longest picces to side twelve and a half inches 

A part of the promiscuous timber may be got to larger 
dimensions, provided the picces will answer for replac- 
ing detective hawse pieces, transoms, breast hooks, or 
other valuable pieces. 

Separate offers must be made for each of the preceding 
numbers, and each offer must embrace all the timber, 
that is called for by the number to which it refers, the 
prices asked per cubic foot must be stated separately, 
or each and every class of vessels embraced in the offer 
and for the prom scuous timber of each class, separately 
from the other; all of which other is considered mould- 
ed timber. 

The whole to be delivered before the first day of July, 
1538, and as much sooner as practicable. 

The said Live Ozk timber must have grown within 
twenty-five miles of the sea board, ( which must be 
proven to the satisfaction of the respective comman- 
dants, ) must be got out by the moulds and written di- 
rections, and specifications of dimensions, &c. which 
will be furnished to contractors for their government; 
and must be free from all injuries and defects, which 
may impair the good quality of the said timber for the 
purposes for which it is required by contract, and be in 
all respects satisfactory to the commandants of the re- 
pective navy yards where it is delivered. 

Bonds, with two good and responsible sureties, 
( whose names must be forwarded with the offers, ) in 
the amount of one-third the estimated value of the tim- 
ber to be furnished under the respective contracts, will 
be required ; and, as collateral security for the faithful 
compliance with the terms, stipulations, and conditions, 
of the said contracts, ten per centurn will be reserved 
from the actual amount of each payment which may be 
made, from time to time, within thirty days after bills 
shall be duly approved and presented to the Navy 
Agents, until the said contracts are completed and 
closed ; which reservations, respectively, will be for- 
feited to the use and benefit of the United States, in 
the eveat of failures to deliver the timber within the re- 
spective periods prescribed by the contractors. 

The moulds will be furnished to the contractors, at 
one of the Navy Yards, Brooklyn, Gosport, or Philadel- 
phia. 

March 23—t15J. 


JOHN SMITH, (LATE OF WEST POINT. ) 


ETURNS his thanks to the Officers of the Army fo 
.& their long and liberal patronage, and having com 
menced business at No. 85, Maiden Lanc, New York, 
will be happy to receive their orders. 
or His place of business being changed, all outstand- 
ing debts are particularly requested to be settled. 
April 14—ly* 
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